
  

You can be a part of the Richmond Tree Stewards effort  

to restore the native habitat on Belle Isle.   
 

This beautiful and historic island hosts nearly three quarters of a million visitors each year and is be-

ing overrun with non-native invasive shrubs, vines and trees.  The Richmond Tree Stewards, aided by 

funding from the Dominion Foundation, have initiated an effort to determine the extent of the infes-

tation, identify the various kinds of non-native plants, assist in their removal and plant native species 

to restore the island to its natural habitat.  

 The non-natives species include, among other things, English ivy, privet, Japanese honeysuckle, win-
ter creeper and ailanthus.  Some of the vines completely cover the native vegetation blocking the sun 
preventing reproduction.  As a result, native plants, animal and insect communities are dying or non-
existent.   Japanese honeysuckle and ivy cover the thickets and make it impossible to approach some 
trees.  Further examination disclosed the lack of native plants on which  animals and insects depend.  
As a result we initiated a program, to remove non-native plant species, plant native trees and shrubs 
and restore the natural habitat.   
The Tree Stewards are determined to return the portions of the island to its natural beauty.  As far as 

we can determine, no comprehensive effort has ever been undertaken to restore the island to its nat-

ural environment .   

Does this sound complicated and scientific? It’s not.  In June, Tree Stewards and volunteers started 
the project. Catherine Farmer, a certified Tree Steward,  selected the area in conjunction with the 
James River Park Manager.  Armed with shovels, loppers and “puller bears” we removed several 
truckloads of non-native plants, vines and trees.   By the way, a “puller bear” is a long handled lever 
that will pull small trees out by the roots.  That same day we planted eight native trees that are now 
thriving.  Since then other Stewards and volunteers have continued the work.  Soon there should be 
an obvious distinction between the work areas and those left untouched.          
           By Chuck Field 

  

Save the date-Your help is needed!   SATURDAY, SEPETMBER 12.   

See Sign-Up Genius for details.  

Join us for a fun day of work in the outdoors and  

help restore the Isle to its natural beauty.   
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http://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090c48a8ae23a20-tree


 

 

 It takes a village…(to prune!) 
 

Trees Stewards, you have done a phenomenal job in helping our city get ready to host the upcoming 

international bike race!  As you probably know by now, RVA will host the UCI World Road Cycling 

Championships from September 19th to 27th.  The route has been set and it runs through multiple 

neighborhoods in Richmond.  The pruning that we have done over the past weeks (and will do over 

several more weeks to come) will improve viewing of the race for spectators throughout our city from 

Church Hill, through Downtown, the Fan District, Northside and more.   

Every year during these months, Tree Stewards do clearance pruning on many city streets, but this year 

we’ve focused our pruning on areas on the UCI bike race route and thanks to your efforts, there’s been 

an absolute blitz of activity.  Tree Stewards have done needed pruning on sections of these streets and 

parks in preparation for the UCI race: 

Brook Road, Monument Avenue, North Boulevard, Belvidere Street, East Grace Street, East Broad 
Street, East Franklin Street, Lombardy Street, Hermitage Road, East Main Street, West Main 
Street, Great Shiplock Park and Libby Hill Park 

 
Take a look at these numbers as of August 18 and we’ve done more since then! 
 340.75 hours 
 1,021 trees 
 39 stewards and 5 community volunteers 
 
Tree Stewards’ pruning activity improves accessibility, traffic safety and will help our city look great for 

the international visitors as well as for our own citizens.  More importantly, don’t forget how much this 

pruning enhances the health of these trees.  All of our bike race prep has included necessary pruning 

for clearance and to improve tree health.  While the UCI bike race may have been a catalyst for the in-

tensity of this effort—we’ll reap the rewards of the pruning for many years to come. 

If you haven’t had the chance to participate, there’s more to do; continue to check the website for fu-

ture pruning dates and times.  We need your help and of course,… you’ll have fun too!     

           By Ann Burgess 

  

Crape myrtles on N. Boulevard’s median, on left before, and on right after pruning to remove suckers and raise the crowns 

to improve visibility for traffic. 



 

 

Community Roots—Let’s Plant Some Trees! 

 

Again this year we are offering free trees to homeowners and community groups in the City of 
Richmond.  There have been more than 50 applications; most are for 2 trees.  We will not get into 
the project details here since you can find those on our website.   
 
One question on the application concerns what benefits the trees will provide and many include the 
things we really like to hear...sharing nature with children, removing invasives & replacing with na-
tives, watershed protection, cooling shade,  and habitat for the creatures we share this urban world 
with.  Here are a few of our favorites reasons people want to plant trees.  ENJOY!   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
Our front yard is across the street from Reedy Creek, where trees were planted a 
few years ago in an attempt to help keep the soil intact, etc. We are hoping our 
tree would help do the same for the area, as currently we have no trees in our 
front yard. 
  
We bought this house last year and the yard, which is quite large, is very barren. 
We would like to create a wooded lot. 
  
We would like to offset the effects of living on a busy street, improve the look of 
our home and neighborhood, and share an appreciation of nature an conserva-
tion with our small children. 
   
 We spent the last few years clearing (ourselves, by hand) a lot of invasive Tree 
of the Heavens and Japanese/Chinese wisteria from our yard.  We would like to 
plant native species in the area we cleared.  
 
We enjoy bird watching and have always wanted more cedar waxwings. We 
spend time in our yard and would love to see more trees growing in the neighbor-
hood. We take good care of our yard and plants. We promise to water the trees 
and care for them. 
 
We have space for another tree in our yard and would appreciate the extra 
shade it would provide while our kids play. It would also be nice to contribute to 
the Richmond canopy, while enjoying the growth new tree at the same time!  
 
Our yard is quite bare and blazing hot in the summer sun. I’d love to be able to 
improve that for future residents and for wildlife by planting trees now that will 
grow for decades. The sweet bay magnolia would be a good fit to put near our 
property line to provide shelter for wildlife as well as visual barrier between yards. 
The black gum (or other shade tree) would be a great source of food for bees 
and wildlife as well as providing shade.  

http://richmondtreestewards.org/community-roots-lets-plant-some-trees/


 

 

INTERESTING   READS…. 
 

        
The American sycamore (Platanus occidentalis) and the Oriental plane (Platanus orientalis) 
met each other several hundred years ago when a botanist took the American sycamore to 
England.  Some time later the London plane tree came to be.   Both the London plane and the 
American sycamore are common in Richmond and many other cities.  Read the interesting his-
tory of the London plane tree and learn to distinguish it from the American sycamore at this 
site… 

Growing History 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We’ve come to the time when your yard is important habitat.  For those interested in bird-
friendly yards, feeders may be useless, but trees are important.  Read more here      
http://conservationmagazine.org/2015/04/backyards-could-be-a-boon-for-urban-birds/ 

 
Backyards could be a boon for urban birds 

 
 
 
 
 

Richmond is like many other cities: poor neighborhoods often have many fewer trees.  This ar-
ticle describes some reasons for lack of canopy and the challenges faced by those who are 
trying to change this.  

 
The challenges of planting in less green neighborhoods 

 
 
 

https://growinghistory.wordpress.com/2012/03/13/london-planes-and-american-sycamores/
http://conservationmagazine.org/2015/04/backyards-could-be-a-boon-for-urban-birds/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/local/environmentalists-face-challenges-trying-to-plant-in-less-green-neighborhoods/2013/04/25/21294968-ad27-11e2-a198-99893f10d6dd_story.html

