
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There will be many opportunities to fulfill our mission this summer.    

 

Concerned about the future of natural areas in our parks?     

Help us on Belle Isle! 

 

Interested in helping our community learn about trees?     

Spend a couple of hours staffing the tree steward table at a farmers market. 

 

Enjoy hands on the tree activities?   

Pruning opportunities will be appearing on Sign-Up Genius soon. 

 

 

 Read on to learn more and remember that we also occasionally just have fun!   

Be sure to sign up for the picnic on Sunday June28.  Get details on Sign-Up Genius.  
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Mission Statement 

 

The mission of Richmond’s trained, volunteer Tree Stewards is to promote and improve the health 

of city trees to assure the city’s forest will survive and thrive. This is accomplished by increasing 

public awareness through community education, planning and planting for the future, and provid-

ing maintenance and care for young trees on streets and in parks.  Tree Stewards work closely 

with Urban Forestry and with other organizations interested in the health of our community forest.  



 

 

Awesome Opportunities on Belle Isle  
 

Belle Isle, a little jewel set in the James, looks like a natural area to most people but it is far from natu-
ral.  Invasive plant species dominate many parts of the island and threaten the native plants that re-
main.  The same is true for  all remaining natural areas in Richmond Parks.  
 
While working on the tree walk on Belle Isle stewards noticed large areas completely covered with  
privet; native species were completely absent and no native seedlings would be likely to survive.   This 
inspired us to adopt a small area for habitat restoration.  A second area has since been adopted and we 
hired True Timber to remove the large ailanthus from that spot.    
 
We have received a $15,000 grant from Dominion to fund our restoration efforts.  The funds will be 
used primarily to purchase native trees and shrubs to replace the non-native that are removed, tools 
for the work being done and  for public education regarding negative environment impacts of non-
native invasive plant species.    
 
Other information about this project: 
 
 We need to complete invasive removal from these areas soon so that we can plant native species during the 

winter months.  
 We will work with Hands-On RVA for additional volunteer help.  
 Tree Stewards will be needed at each work day to lead these volunteers. 
 Our organization is part of a multi-group effort that will identify non–native species to be removed and the best 

sites for habitat restoration in the James River Park System.  Tree Stewards will focus on Belle Isle.  
 Since Belle Isle is the most visited park in the city, this is the perfect site for public education regarding non-

native, invasive plant species.  We will include this in our tree walks.  
 More information about non-native plant species in future newsletters. 
 
 
      
  
 

  
  
 
 
 

 Before Ailanthus removal  

                      After 



 

 

Talking Trees at Farmers Markets and Other Events 
 

Are you afraid to try this?   
Worried you won’t be able to answer questions?     

Worry no more!   
 

 
With questions that range from how to get rid of bamboo to why 
did my tree die, we cannot answer them all and that is OK.   We 
do have good brochures covering many aspects of tree care, our 
posters have excellent information and our basic training covers a 
lot of tree issues.  We are well prepared for many of the  ques-
tions that are asked.   As for those big tree questions, we should 
simply recommend that a ISA certified arborist be consulted.     
 
Outreach can be a learning experience as well.  Suckers (the ones 
on trees) seemed to be a hot topic at a recent South of the James 
market.  We often remove suckers from trees, but that’s a subject 
we had not thought much about and we did not have answers!   
Should suckers always be removed?  When?  The top is dead; can I 
make an new tree from the suckers?   After the event we asked 
Mike Mather for some answers.  He provided this information...        
 

   
  

All of the lindens sucker prolifically.  Many of the tree form ornamental trees tend to sucker.  Frequently 

the genetics of low growing woody plants is to be a shrub.  When we make these plants single stemmed, 

and call them a tree (especially if we put them under a power line!) they tend to be a bush.  We remove 

these suckers in since the intent is to have a tree.   

  

Grafts are common sucker points these should be removed.   Lots of trees are grafted.  I have found evi-

dence that thornless honey locusts are grafted onto thorned rootstock.    

  

I like to wait until mid-summer, after the big spring flush of growth to prune suckers.  This is not for the 

health of the tree, but is because the suckers will not resprout as much if the work is done later in the sea-

son.  

  

Should suckers be pruned if a tree looks like it is struggling?  Yes, maybe, uhhh, no?  The suckers will keep 

the roots strong if the top is struggling.  If you want one or more of the suckers to carry on, such as with 

the osage orange in Forest Hill, keep and possibly thin the suckers.  If the top is struggling and the suckers 

are undesirable (such as a thorned honey locust) then cut the suckers.  If the tree dies, it’s time to start 

over. 



  

Volunteer to Prune Trees 
Pruning projects often provide immediate gratification  

and can have long lasting impact.    
Steward Janine Lester explains why we prune...    

 

 

From time to time, people ask me why trees need to be pruned. It’s a reasonable ques-

tion; after all, trees grow in the woods and in forests without us doing anything to 

them. It’s easy to understand why people might assume trees are ‘self-servicing’, so to 

speak. Trees growing in the wild get by just fine without us ever touching them. 

We don’t live in the woods. 

Urban trees are not the same as trees growing naturally in forests. They’re growing in 

a built environment that is fundamentally different from conditions in the wild. Be-

cause of this, they require intervention, and they will require it as long as they live. 

Trees are a pack species.  

Trees grow naturally in vast colonies (forests) surrounded by their genetic kin. They 

grow upright toward the sunlight, and growth of the lateral limbs is suppressed by 

shade. Once we remove trees from a natural setting, and plant them in open settings, 

such as lawns and curbside tree wells, sunlight causes rapid growth of lateral branch-

es. Trees become wider under these conditions, and the hyperextended lower limbs 

are often in conflict with people and vehicles, impeding passage and blocking visibility 

of traffic signs and signals. In addition, trees may send up multiple, competing leaders 

(trunks), which are more prone to breakage under high winds and ice loads than hori-

zontal limbs. Breakage is never good!   

Pruning makes urban trees safer. 

Structural pruning is a strategy used to correct structural and growth patterns that 
would otherwise become worse over time, and result in a tree becoming hazardous to 

people and property. Clearance pruning is used to provide adequate passage and visi-

bility. Both are important for safety reasons. Furthermore, research about when to do 

this is unambiguous: the BEST time to prune trees is while they are young, because 

mature trees are not as resilient. Not only that, it’s easier! 

The primary goal of pruning is to mitigate the risks associated with urban trees, while 

allowing us to reap the rewards and benefits of living with trees. That’s why we 

prune! 

Structure can often be improved by pruning. 

Structural defects should never be allowed to get bigger. 

Visibility and passage are safety concerns in urban areas. 

Pruning should be done sooner, rather than later. 



 
 
 

Think what we could accomplish if 
 

 every steward volunteered  
 

just one time this summer  

… 
 

or maybe twice! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Linden in late May 


