
Study Guide for Tree Steward Certification 

Students are eligible to sit for the certification exam after completing 20 service hours, including 10 

hours in pruning projects. The exam has an oral component and a field component. Please bring your 

completed green sheet (proof of class attendance and proof of service hours) to the exam proctor.  

1. New physicians take the Hippocratic Oath, and tree stewards follow a similar rule before 

pruning trees. What is the first rule of pruning?   

2. Why do we prune at all? What is our primary objective, as tree stewards, in pruning trees? 

3. Before pruning a tree, we always perform a visual assessment. What is the first thing you are 

looking for? What should you try to identify before you start cutting? 

4. What is meant by live crown ratio? 

5. Identify a branch collar. (show and tell) 

6. What is a flush cut? Why should we avoid making flush cuts? 

7. What is a stub cut? Why should we avoid making stub cuts? 

8. What is a 3-point cut, and under what circumstances is it used? Why is it used? (show and tell) 

9. What is the difference between a reduction cut and a removal cut? Which one will you use more 

frequently? Why wouldn’t you use the other type as much? 

10. Identify a codominant leader. Explain the possible problems associated with codominance, and 

how they might be mitigated. 

11. What is the appropriate way to manage very low growing limbs on the trunks of young trees? 

12. As tree stewards, we prune trees year round. If we had to choose the best time of year to prune 

most trees, when would that be? Why?  

13. What time(s) of year should we avoid any unnecessary pruning? 

14. What is a heading cut? When do we use heading cuts? 

15. When we prune trees, we’re trying to mitigate conflicts. What is meant by conflicts? 

16. What is structural pruning? What is the goal of structural pruning? 

17. Many times, we prune to correct structural defects. What is meant by defects? 

18. You’re planting a tree today, but it has some defects. How long should you wait to prune the 

tree? 

19. Tree stewards do a lot of clearance pruning. When raising the canopy to mitigate conflicts, what 

other type of pruning must be done at the same time? What happens if you skip that extra step? 

20. Describe some advantages of bare root planting, and how the gravel-bed Tree Lab addresses 

them. 

21. I’m working on my first pruning project, and you’re helping me. Give me a few pointers for 

building a debris pile. Where should I place it? Any particular way I should orient my branches? 

22. Richmond’s Department of Urban Forestry falls under the Department of Public Works. Who is 

the City of Richmond’s Certified Arborist? 

23. You’re about to prune a street tree when an irate homeowner confronts you. How do you react? 

24. You notice a large, old street tree with something that looks like weird mushrooms or fungus 

growing all around the base of the trunk. What do you do? 

25. The Tree Stewards Barbeque happens every summer. Who gets to attend this event? 


