Richmond Tree Steward News
September
2011

Tropical Storm Irene Puts Something New On Our “To Do” List
The storm damage to large trees has made the news and we’ve seen it all
over town, but have you noticed the little ones that were planted this
year or last? Some of them are leaning or are loose in the ground and
they need to be staked. Arborists and city workers will be busy for
weeks carefully removing and cleaning up the debris; they simply won’t
have time to check on other trees now. So, staking the young trees is
something that tree stewards can do to help. These trees are not likely
to survive if we don’t take care of them.
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The goal of staking a tree is to keep the root ball stable in the ground so
that the roots can grow into the surrounding soil; this needs to be done
properly to be effective and beneficial to the tree. Since this is new for
many of us, there is some “how to” information in our recent post as
well as a site with good diagrams. Click on the “Posts” menu tab on the
website to view.
Stakes are available from Suzette. Please e-mail slyon10@yahoo.com to
make arrangements for delivery or pick-up. As for the something to use
for the ties, you will need to be creative or go shopping. We can reimburse reasonable expenses for ties; you must have your receipt.
It will be very important to remove stakes in a year or less. Please send
the address of all staked trees to Suzette.

Let’s put our love of trees into action!
Check on the new trees in your neighborhood.
See to their needs soon.
This is another way that YOU can save a tree.

News from TreeSAP and the Executive Committee
August Meeting Highlights
Item

Discussion

How can you help?

Fall and winter
pruning

Fall and winter are ideal times
for pruning. Each TreeSAP
member will be looking for
areas with pruning needs, either clearance or developmental. There will be opportunities to volunteer on many
week-ends.

If you know of areas that need pruning,
please pass that along. We will need to
know the specific location and an estimate of the time required and the number of volunteers.

October 18
Elections

Who is eligible to vote? Ballot or show of hands? The
mechanics of the vote were
discussed as well as the best
ways to inform stewards. The
ballot will be sent to stewards
prior to the election.

Interested stewards are encouraged to
contact any member of TreeSAP NOW if
you would like to serve on the executive
committee, head a committee or be a
member at large. Descriptions of officers
and committees are on the Tool Kit page
of the website. Look for the TS Organization Document.
Please think seriously about using your
talents to help our organization take this
next big step.
(We offer on the job training!)

Fall Planting

All proceeds from Arbor Day
go toward tree planting. Appropriate sites need to be
chosen for tree planting.

If you are interested in participating in
the planning and selection process, please
contact….
Louise Seals louise.seals@gmail.com
or Suzette Lyon slyon10@yahoo.com.
We will put you in touch with the
appropriate person.

Remember...
The Class of 2011 cordially invites all
Richmond Tree Stewards to a

FANTASTIC FALL
PICNIC

WHEN: Tuesday, September 13th
5:30-8:30pm
WHERE: The Round House, Byrd Park
WHAT TO BRING: A favorite potluck dish
to share
Please come join your fellow Tree Stewards for good food, games and
socializing as we usher in a new season!
RSVP and Questions:

Christina Woodson 303-8601 jaimecat1@verizon.net
Jo Lee Kenney 358-7333 jolee.kenney@verizon.net

Meetings and things to do….
Thousand Cankers Disease Workshop
September 27, 2011

6:30 pm to 8:30 pm

Round House in Byrd Park
The City of Richmond’s Urban Forestry Division and the Virginia Department of Agriculture and
Consumer Services (VDACS) is offering education for Richmond residents. This workshop is limited to 50 participants. Reserve your spot by completing and mailing the registration form to
Norm Brown. For your convenience the form is on the next page of this newsletter. It can also be
downloaded from the “Posts” menu tab of the website.

TreeSAP Meeting— Any interested stewards are welcome to attend.
September 22 6: 30 pm
Retreat Doctors Hospital Classroom
For information you may contact a member of the executive committee at
treesap@yahoogroups.com

Tree Steward Meeting
October 18 6:30 pm
Round House in Byrd Park
Don’t miss this first election of offices for our organization.
For information you may contact a member of the executive committee at
treesap@yahoogroups.com

Thousand Canker Disease of Walnut Workshop Class Registration Form
September 27th ,2011 from 6:30-8:30 pm at the Round House in Byrd Park.
This class is free to City of Richmond residents.
Mail this completed form to:
Urban Forestry – TCD Workshop
800 Forest Lawn Rd
Richmond Va.23227
Name_____________________________________________________________
Company__________________________________________________________
Address___________________________________________________________
City, State, ZIP______________________________________________________
Phone____________________________________________________________
Email____________________________________________________________
For more information, contact Norm Brown at (804) 646-6785

Tree Steward Inventors
Steward Turk Sties, who has been very involved in the on-going “Tree the Track” project in Byrd Park,
has built this nifty device that attaches to the tank on the water truck Four hoses can be attached and
four trees can be watered at once, making this task much quicker on a hot summer day .

We have dubbed it the TURK-I-GATOR !
Attaches to water tank here

We would like to have another, but unfortunately, Turk no longer has a workshop so we will
need to look elsewhere. Anyone who might be able to offer advice or assistance on something like this please contact Louise at louise.seals@gmail.com . We’re considering either
PVC pipe or metal at this point.

Ever seen a pale hickory and a mockernut hickory?
Know what the American hornbeam looks like?
Take a little trip …

Tree Identification Walk Saturday

September 17 9:30 am

At Dragon Run near Saluda, Virginia

A number of the Dragon’s majestic bald cypress trees are 8 to 9 feet in
diameter and 20 to 25 feet in circumference at the base. Bald eagles nest
at the tops and resurrection ferns live on the trunks of many of these
large cypress trees.
The unique character of Dragon Run and its awesome natural beauty
exist primarily because the cypress-tupelo swamp has limited access
and because concerned land owners have exercised restraint in development and land use.

See http://www.dragonrun.org/ for information on this preserved area.
The brochure will give you a good description.
Trails are easy and the walk will take 2—3 hours. The trees you can expect to see on the walk are
listed on the website above in the Mascot Trail Guide and Pre-Circle Trail Guide.
If you plan to go please let me know (slyon10@yahoo.com) . I will put those interested in contact
with each other so that you can car pool if you wish. I’ll let the Friends of Dragon Run know how
many folks are coming. I have directions to the meeting place.

Richmond Tree Stewards
The mission of Richmond’s trained, volunteer Tree Stewards is to promote and improve the health
of city trees to assure the city’s forest will survive and thrive. This is accomplished by increasing public awareness through community education, planning and planting for the future, and providing maintenance and care for young trees on streets and in parks. Tree Stewards work closely with Urban Forestry and with other organizations interested in the health of our community forest.
Visit our website at richmondtreestewards.wordpress.com
Contact us at richmond_treesap@yahoo.com

