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Time for Celebration 
Fourteen Tree Stewards Earn Certification ! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sandi Bergman 
Marilyn Bowman 

Judi Ellis 
Kitty Hardt 
Dan Ingold 

Jo Lee Kenney 
Pete Mazzeo 
Steve Otto 

Ellen Shepard 
Jan Tarasovic 
Susan Taylor 

Krissi Vanderberg 
Christina Woodson 

Janet Woody 

A large crowd gathered at the Round House in Byrd Park for the annual 

Tree Steward meeting on October 23.   Guests included friends inter-

ested in becoming Tree Stewards and supporters, mentors and teach-

ers: Mark Bennett of Davey Tree Expert Company, Peter Girardi of 

TrueTimber, Ginnie Morrow of Friends of Battery Park, and from Rich-

mond’s Urban Forestry Operations Manager John Chupek and arborists 

Mike Mather and Luke McCall. 

 

The highlight of the evening was graduation when we added fourteen 

new  certified stewards to our rolls.   Their work and enthusiasm so far 

have been impressive!                                                                                     

                                                                                           Continued... 

 



 

 
President Louise Seals opened the meeting with  a review of our accomplishments during 2012 and  
the celebration continued as Membership Co-Chair Sandy Fry recognized the new stewards and gave  
awards, recognition & door prizes. 
 

Applause for…. 
 

 The closest guess for the number of  hours Tree Stewards volunteered so far this year.      Jo Lee 
Kenney came closest to guessing the actual number – 2,245.  Jo Lee had the first choice of door prizes 
and chose the book, Second Nature, by Michael Pollan. 

 

 The most volunteer hours among Tree Stewards – Janine Lester  
 

 The most among certification candidates – Dan Ingold   
 

 For the 14 men and women who gained their certification, one from the class of 2010, five from 2011 

classes and eight from the class of 2012.  They received their certificate,  safety-green T-shirts with 

the new logo,  a book about humans’ use of trees,  and Tree Steward business cards. 

 

 For winners in the door prize drawings, who included both Tree Stewards and guests 

 

 For a gift of a hand-crafted tree pin to Vice President Suzette Lyon and President Louise Seals 

 

Louise Seals presided over the remainder of the meeting where Jan Thomas was  elected vice president 

for 2013-14  and Joe Terry was elected treasurer for 2013-14.   

 
 
If a 9-month celebration of our first year under our elected officers and new TreeSAP seems premature, 
we won’t argue. But the annual meeting is held in October because incoming officers need time to staff 
our operating committees and do the planning to make things happen in the coming year.   
 
We’ll report final total and details on our volunteer hours at the end of the year, but right now, (1) prun-
ing, (2) continuing education and (3) administrative planning, including communication and meetings, are 
the Big 3. Roughly half of the hours to date were devoted to hands-on tree care activities and half to ad-
ministrative and other activities that did not involve hands-on tree care. 
 
Thanks to all Tree Stewards for a fun and productive 2012 so far and helping build a solid foundation for a 
long, productive future.  
 
Watch for the next newsletter to learn about the 2013 projects and new activities.  

 

 

Time for Celebration , continued... 



 

 

Galls are abnormal growths or swellings of plant tissue in response to an attack by insects, mites, bac-
teria, fungi, or nematodes or to mechanical injury.   (“Attack” is quite a strong word to use since there 
is usually little harm to the plant.)  Plant hormones go wild when activated by the gall maker and this 
results in some very interesting formations.         
 
The fuzzy pink and white growth on the left below is the wooly sower gall.   Found in Forest Hill Park 
on an oak seedling, this little gall, about an inch across, was quite easy to spot in the leaf litter.  The 
arrows point to the seedling stem.  The wooly sower gall (and many others) are produced by insects.  
The female lays her eggs on the plant stem or other plant part and this stimulates the plant to form 
the gall.  The insect larvae then have a protected place to live and sometimes obtain nourishment 
from  the plant tissues.  This is a case when the gall is part of the grand web of life.  Remember... the 
plant suffers little harm and we should not be concerned that there is something attacking our trees! 
 
The tulip poplar (below, right) was spotted by Steward Jan   
Tarasovic  while walking along a trail at Natural Bridge,  
Virginia.  Large growths like this are sometimes called burls 
and are probably caused by a bacterium.   Some burls are 
prized by wood carvers for their unique patterns and un-
usual colors.  This bowl is from a red oak burl.  
 
 Send more interesting gall pics for the newsletter to      
 slyon10@yahoo.com  
                                                                                                       
                                                                                                                     Photo from vermontwoodturning.com 

Got Gall? 

 

  Photo credit:  Suzette Lyon                                              Photo credit:  Jan Tarasovic 

vermontwoodturning.com


 

 

 

Plans are well underway for a large-scale planting of fruit and nut trees and shrubs in Chimborazo Park. 
Chimborazo Park is a beautiful formal park in Richmond’s Chuch Hill neighborhood. A bird’s eye view of 
Richmond reveals that Chimborazo Park echoes the elegant paved rotaries and diagonal pathways of the 
grounds of the Capitol. Monroe Park, along a diagonal axis generally following Broad Street, mirrors the 
same patterns to the northwest. The three equidistant spaces visually knit Richmond’s Fan District, 
Downtown, and East End together. Chimborazo has a rich history and affords beautiful views of the 
James River and hills to the east. In recent years, however, the western and southern slopes of the park 
have been subject to great damage resulting from hurricanes and subsequent erosion. Old cobblestone 
paths have been washed out, topsoil has washed away, and invasive species have moved in. Trash gets 
dumped in the adjacent woods. The slopes are now largely covered with Tree-of-Heaven, Poison Ivy, Eng-
lish Ivy and other plants which are occasionally cut back by the city. Although these invasive plants are 
helping to stabilize the hillside somewhat, they are taking the place of native plants that would provide 
food and habitat for our native wildlife.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tree steward and Church Hill resident, Jan Thomas, has spearheaded an effort to improve this area with 
her vision for planting close to 200 native and non-native, fruit, nut and habitat trees and shrubs. In dis-
cussion and cooperation with the City Parks Department, Friends of Chimborazo Park (led by John Clay), 
east end arborist Mike Mather, tree stewards Louise Seals and Suzette Lyon, and with assistance from 
myself (also a tree steward and Church Hill resident), Jan has built support, obtained funding and sources 
for plants, and generally planned this project. The majority of the funding comes from a grant from the 
Alliance for the Chesapeake Bay intended for groups who would plant trees in the Chesapeake Water-
shed. This location offers an excellent opportunity to have a positive impact on our watershed. The 
slopes of Chimborazo Park direct stormwater runoff into the polluted Gillies Creek which in turn drains 
into the James River. According to Tree City USA Bulletin No. 55 “...the leaves and bark of a tree retain a 
huge amount of water, allowing some of it to evaporate and some to more slowly reach the ground. De-
pending on size and species, a single tree may store 100 gallons or more...”  The trees planted in this area 
will act as a filter for the James River, helping keep pet waste, fertilizers, motor oil, and other contami-
nants out of the river. 
                                                                                                                                                                 continued next page... 

Chimborazo Habitat and Fruit Tree Planting Project 
                                                                                                                                         By Heather Holub 



 

 
The majority of the plants are being purchased from Edible Land-
scaping, a good number will come from the Department of For-
estry, and still others are being donated by private individuals. 
Native species will include Paw Paws, Chinquapin, American Plum, 
Black Cherry, Red Mulberry, Persimmon, Pecan, Blueberry and 
Filbert. Some of the non-native species are Apples, Peaches, 
Pears, Figs, and Almonds. In our explorations of the site we have 
identified a few edible native plants in amongst the ivy and Tree-
of-Heaven such as Elderberries, Blackberries, and Passion Fruit. 
Part of our mission is to clear invasives away from these already 
existing edible plants to give them a better chance to thrive. In 
addition to helping to prevent erosion, improving the watershed, 
and providing food for wildlife, these new trees and shrubs will 
allow park visitors to learn about and taste some of our lesser 
known native fruits and nuts.  
 
 

 

This project offers an exciting opportunity for tree stewards to help create a unique ‘orchard’ in a city 
park that will hopefully provide sustenance and delight to wildlife and Richmonders for generations to 
come. Join us at one of our upcoming planting days: We will be planting Nov. 4th and 11th from 1-5 p.m., 
weather permitting.  
 
 

Chimborazo Habitat and Fruit Tree Planting Project 

 
Educational Opportunities 

 
Know of any educational opportunities that could be appropriate for Tree Stewards?   

 
If so,  please forward this information to Louise Seals or Janine Lester or use the Contact Us form 

on the website.  The Education Committee will  review and determine if the event qualifies for  
TS education and will forward the information to the membership.   

 
REMEMBER… 

 
To maintain certification, Tree Stewards should have at least 5 hours of continuing education. 

Tree Steward meetings with speakers, Tree Steward classes and events outside our organization 
that are approved in advance qualify as education hours.     



 

 

Dear Louise, 
  
Thank  you so very much for sending Janine  Lester and Paul Leduc to the VMFA on Satur-
day to complete tree trimming projects. They proved themselves as motivated, profes-
sional and congenial members of the Tree Stewards volunteer program. By arriving with 
the all the best tools and plenty of energy, they completed much more than you and I had 
planned and expected.  In addition to the little leaved lindens on Boulevard, we also 
limbed up, did corrective pruning  and removed dead wood from the oaks on Shepherd 
Street and Grove Avenue.  These last two areas are a combination of large and more re-
cently planted trees that were in need of arbor care.  For our guests and neighbors, they 
can now walk down these sidewalks without ducking and the low hanging dead wood will 
not drop on vehicles.  
  
In total, we worked on nearly 20 trees ranging in size from 6 inches to 15 inches. Little 
leaved linden, water oak and red oak types were the principal trees that received care. 
  
Thank you for sending these two Tree Stewards. The neighborhood and our VMFA street 
trees are so much better for their time spent here.  
  
With my thanks, 
  

Tom Brinda 

 Thomas J. Brinda 
Horticulturist 
Buildings and Grounds 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Watch a 100 old oak tree move to a new home 
 
 New Android App Helps Landowners Identify Trees in the Field 
 
 'Torture Lab' Kills Trees To Learn How To Save Them 
 
 Trees Help Cities Adapt to a Changing Climate 
 
 Tree Shelter Project Photos (you’ll see some Tree Stewards here!) 
 

  Tree Stewards Leave their Mark at Virginia Museum of Fine Arts 

Interesting Links 

http://leaguecity.com/index.aspx?nid=1806
http://web1.cnre.vt.edu/forestupdate/newsletters/Volume%2026/The%20Dendrology%20at%20Virginia%20Tech%20App.pdf
http://www.npr.org/2012/08/26/159373972/torture-lab-kills-trees-to-learn-how-to-save-them
http://actrees.org/news/trees-in-the-news/newsroom/trees-help-cities-adapt-to-a-changing-climate/
http://thetownsends.smugmug.com/Other/Median-Tree-Shelter-Project/21985315_fhC8QK#!i=2022099206&k=3x8gdh7


 

                     Diagrams from the Arbor Day Foundation 

 

1. Concentrate efforts on trees that will be 30 feet or taller at maturity. 

2. Before beginning,  look at the tree from all sides.  Plan your pruning from the top down. 

3. Pruning during the first 2—5 years after planting should focus on developing a dominant 

leader. 

4. A dominant leader is produced by removing or shortening stems and branches that compete 

with the stem you think will make the best trunk. 

5. Choose your leader carefully! The leader does not have to be straight, but it should be domi-

nant.  Do not choose a leader with wounds, cracks or other damage.  

6. When finished, you should be able to see the tip of the dominant leader while walking around 

the tree about as far away from the trunk as the tree is tall.  Shorten stems that block your 

view of the leader.    

7. Also shorten aggressive branches to keep them less than half the diameter of the trunk. 

8. Do not remove low branches from a young tree. The food produced by these leaves feed the 

trunk, help it grow and develop taper, and prevent sun damage.  You may shorten branches 

on the trunk if necessary, but do not remove them.  

9. Keep energy reserves high by removing the only minimum amount of live branches needed to 

accomplish your objective.   

10. In general do not remove a branch back to the trunk if it is more than 1/3 the trunk diameter. 

Pruning Basics We are all familiar with the basic pruning  

techniques that we learned as new stewards 

and follow when doing clearance pruning.  

Developmental pruning requires these proper 

pruning techniques and some planning as 

well.  Some of our pruning projects will in-

clude trees that need developmental pruning 

so please become familiar with the informa-

tion below.  Most of this information is from 

An Illustrated Guide to Pruning, by Edward F. 

Gilman.  Thanks to Norm Brown for making 

this book available to us.  

Developmental pruning season is about to begin...   



 

  

As of mid-October,  ISA Certified Arborists may become members of our organization simply 
by informing us of their intent to join.   This allows interested arborists to participate in our 
projects and community events and will add expertise to our membership base.    All we ask is 
at least 10 hours of volunteer time during each calendar year, the same as other members. 
There is a requirement of 5 hours of education each year for Tree Stewards, but this is waived 
for the  Tree Steward/ Arborists category as long as ISA certification is maintained.   

 

We welcome our first three Tree Steward / Arborists   

 Greg Crews, Matt Lee, and Kate Tuttle 
 

 

ISA Certified Arborists  May Now Join Richmond Tree Stewards 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                         
Did you know you can now find the Richmond 
Urban Forestry Tree List on our website?  Find 
the picture at right on our home page and  the 
information is just a click away.   
 
Keep in mind that some species have very lim-
ited uses, diversity is a goal, and the arborist al-
ways has the final say which species is planted 
where.  
 
The list is updated on an annual basis.  Ques-
tions or suggestions should be directed to  
Urban Forestry.  

 
Know anyone who would  be a really great Tree Steward? 

 

Please let them know that registration for the  
2013 class Is now open.   

 

Registration form is on our website. 



 

    
 

Who decides what words to use in an obituary? 

Which truths.  What omissions.  What announcements. 
Some death notices are merely functional, announcing ‘another one bites the dust’ 

and the location of the cookies and coffee distribution. 
Others, a mite more tender, state the fact that the dead one is survived by family and friends. 

 
Who writes the obituary for a tree? 

For the seven acres of trees that used to be my neighbors. 
Who shed tears as the claw of the backhoe grabbed each trunk?  And yanked. 

How do robins explain to their nestlings the concept of ownership? 
Where do fledglings sleep the first night their uprooted tree lays flat? 

What is the red cardinal shrieking into the black of nothing? 
What will fill the morning air when all the singers are purged? 

 
Who approved the architect’s landscape plans, 

drawings with tiny circles symmetrically dotted at the edges of a white sheet of paper? 
How many birds can nest in circles drawn to scale? 

Who laments the developer’s promise to plant ten foot tall dreams, 
knowing those roots are a century too late? 

 
I knew the trees were doomed, sold to those who value bottom lines, not woods. 

I knew the day would come when acres were surrendered to those who build for paying renters, not birds. 
But knowing something is inevitable does not make it painless. 

My mind had understood. Never would my heart. With each snap, I mourned. 
Over and over again, I whispered ‘Beloved tree, thank you for your life.’ 

 
Death notice: "The woods, survived by friends and foes." 

  

 

Obituary For a Tree 
                                                  

                                                                                                                                                             Meredith Elizabeth Reiniger, Webster, New York                        
                                                                                                                                                  Contributed by Laura Cameron with permission from the author   

Richmond Tree Stewards  
 

The mission of Richmond’s trained, volunteer Tree Stewards is to promote and improve the health of city 

trees to assure the city’s forest will survive and thrive. This is accomplished by increasing public aware-

ness through community education, planning and planting for the future, and providing maintenance and 

care for young trees on streets and in parks.  Tree Stewards work closely with Urban Forestry and with 

other organizations interested in the health of our community forest. 

 

Visit our website at richmondtreestewards.wordpress.com 


