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                       Planning for Arbor Day 
 
The first Arbor Day on April 10, 1872 was brainchild of J. Sterling Morton, Ne-
braska journalist and politician.  Though he served as Secretary of Agriculture 
under President Grover Cleveland and spent his career improving agricultural 
techniques, he is best remembered for Arbor Day. 

Mr. Morton saw the many benefits of trees and so he planted orchards, shade 
trees and wind breaks on his own farm and he urged his neighbors to do so as 
well..   In 1883 he proposed that a special day be set aside dedicated to tree 
planting and increasing awareness of the importance of trees.  More than one 
million trees were planted on Nebraska’s first Arbor Day.  A few years later 
April 22 (Mr. Morton’s birthday) was made an annual holiday.  National Arbor 
Day and Virginia’s official Arbor Day is the last Friday in April.  Today Arbor Day 
is celebrated world wide.  The dates vary from place to place but the purpose is 
the same:  to raise awareness of the importance of trees and  to encourage the 
planting and appropriate care of theses amazing plants, without which we 
could not survive.     

Richmond Tree Stewards began organizing the Arbor Day celebration for our 
community in 2009.  Ours has been a one day event with the purpose of  com-
munity education and fund raising.  This year, for our 4th Arbor Day, we have 
different plans and we need your help. 
 
See our plans for the 2012 event and the 
list of jobs to be done on the next two 
pages.   We will need the time and talents 
of many stewards during the month of 
April! 
  

    

 
 

Our  first Arbor Day Poster   
 

 



 
Our tree walks and Tree Academy will focus on educating the community about the impor-
tance of trees and how to care for them.  We will spread the word with posts on our web-
site, community blogs, and through the generous support of the Richmond Times Dis-
patch.   We will also depend on Tree Stewards to encourage friends and neighbors to at-
tend and to forward posts to their neighborhood groups.  
 

And, there is a job waiting for you on one of these Saturdays in April.   
 Please volunteer to help.    

See the next page...     

 
 

 Every Saturday in April will be Arbor Day!   
There will be four tree walks and one community educational event.   

 

Theme: There’s Treasure in Trees 

April 7   10 a.m.–2 p.m.         Forest Hill Park             
Treasure hunts, tree climbing by True timber and other kids’ activities and tree walks. Activities will take 
place near the Stone House.   
 

April 14      10 a.m.–2 p.m.     Carillon in Byrd Park    
“Tree Academy”  is our community education event and includes three informative lectures and con-
cludes with  keynote speaker Rex Springston, the Times-Dispatch environmental reporter.  Participants 
will receive a “tree degree” certificate.  A fee of $40 and advance registration are required, however Tree 
Stewards may attend for a reduced rate of $20.  This is our primary fund raising event.  See our website 
for more information and to register. 

 
April 14     2:15 p.m.      Carillon in Byrd Park    
A tree walk follows the Tree Academy.  This tree walk is open to everyone.   

 
April 21     10 a.m. – noon            Bryan Park  
Tree walk in beautiful Bryan Park.    Meeting location to be announced. 

 
April 28      10 a.m.—11 am         Capitol Square               
Meet the beautiful trees of Capitol Square in downtown Richmond.   Learn about the rain gardens and 
“green street” innovations that will reduce stormwater runoff and keep our waters clean. 
The walk will begin at the Bell Tower promptly at 10 a.m. 



   Two shifts:   9:00 a.m. to noon &  noon to 2:30, or so 

 Help set up tables, tents, etc.   
 Staff the Tree Steward tent  -  hand out brochures, answer questions, take donations. 
 Staff the children’s tent -  help kids decorate bags for their treasure hunt, help with bean bag 

toss, etc. 
 Lead the treasure hunts/ tree walks.  This will be fun and easy...any tree steward can do this!          
 Clean up, pack up tents, etc.  
 

Before the event 

 Manage poster distribution—rustle up some stewards to deliver posters to various locations. 
       (Or volunteer to deliver 10 or more posters to locations convenient to you!)    
 Round up 4  coolers and get  ice & drinks.  Bring to the event on Saturday morning.  We will 

help you determine how much to get. 
 Put together packets, probably the day before.  
 

Day of the event 

 8:30 Set up tables / chairs inside, parking barriers outside.  Need  3-4 people. 
 9:30 Welcome and registration.   
                         Two people outside and 3 people at the registration table  
  11:00 Two people to manage lunch.  Watch  for the folks who will  deliver the lunch  and to 

  set up lunch  before the break. 
 12:30 Two people to clean up after lunch. 
 2:00 Two people to clean up at the end.   

 Need an AV specialist to arrive in the morning and stay for the day. 
 

 

Forest Hill Park April 7  
To volunteer contact Suzette at slyon10@yahoo.com 

 

 

Tree Academy  April 14  
To volunteer contact Louise at  louise.seals@gmail.com 



Mulch Day in Libby Hill Park March 10 

 
Tree Stewards will have the first meeting of the year on Tuesday, March 27 at the usual 
time and place, 6:30 p.m. at the Round House.   Our speaker will be Laura Greenleaf, a 
master naturalist,  who will talk about light pollution.  Her presentation, "Wasted Light, 
Stolen Night",  will touch on many aspects of light pollution including the effect on plants.  
The presentation  has been well received by both  Virginia Master Naturalists and the Vir-
ginia Native Plant Society.  We are fortunate that she will spend the evening with us to 
shed some light on this new and interesting subject. 
 
After the break we will talk about Arbor Day and other plans and projects for the next few 
months.     
 
 
 
 

 
Tree Stewards are invited to 
assist Friends of Libby Hill Park  
and Church Hill Planters  from 
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. on March 10.   
Come for an hour or all morn-
ing. Take a break with coffee, 
homemade soup and other 
delights.  Bring your rake, 
pitchfork and wheelbarrow if 
possible.   
 
 
Contacts for this event are Tom Layman (tlayman@mac.com)  and Marion MacDonald 
(macmarion@aol.com>).  Please let them know if you plan to attend. 
 
 

 
Ivy removal continues on the Vita Course in Byrd Park on Tuesdays in March and on Sun-
day, March 18.  Check the calendar for details  
 

 

 

 

Tree Steward Meeting March 27 

Ivy Removal 



 
Two Tree Stewards, Christina Woodson and Jerry Wyatt, were trained last month to measure and nominate 
Big Trees to the Virginia Register.  Jeff Kirwan, Ph.D., the coordinator of the program, met with them at May-
mont for training.  The purpose of the program is to promote the appreciation and care of trees through a 
love of the largest and oldest trees found in the state.  Maymont has many historical Big Trees with several 
ranked as State Champions and one being nominated as a National Champion.  While the state list includes 
the top five native and non-native,  the National only accepts the top native or naturalized species.   A Deo-
dar Cedar nominated by the volunteers is the new State Champion.  It is located near the parking lot at the 
fence in front of the Children’s Farm.  The program is run by volunteers through the Virginia Tech Depart-
ment of Resources.  A Register is online allowing a search by species.  The top five are listed based on a calcu-
lation of the circumference of the trunk, the height, and the average crown spread.  To nominate a tree ei-
ther submit it online or contact one of the volunteers.   
The website is found at http://www.web2.cnre.vt.edu/4h/bigtree/ 
 
 
 
Tree Stewards seem to be a multitalented and busy group of people!  This project by Christina and Jerry is 
being done as part of their Master Naturalist volunteer efforts.  Thanks to Jerry Wyatt for this contribution to 
the newsletter.  

                                                                                                                             

 
 
The worst drought in Texas history may have killed as many as half a billion trees, the Texas Forest Service 
says. The lack of rain coincided with record high temperatures and prolonged high winds. 
  
The 500,000,000 estimate does not include trees on the 4 million acres that burned in 2011, according to 
Burl Carraway, the service’s sustainable forestry chief. 
 

Many trees tried to cope by going into dormancy in the middle of summer, officials said, and they hope some 
of those will survive. 
 

Aerial mapping is planned this spring to try to get a better handle on the damage. However, Texas’s forests 
cover 63 million acres so the forest service estimates it may take 10 years to completely assess the losses. 
 

The state’s urban foresters estimated community losses at 5.6 million trees, or as much as 10%. According to 
a news release from the Texas Forest Service, the urban foresters estimate it will cost $560 million to remove 
the potentially dangerous ones. 
 

That doesn’t count the loss of economic and environmental benefits. That estimate? $280 million a year. 
 

According to the website, STATE IMPACT TEXAS… “the Climate Prediction Center at NOAA says that La Niña, 
the weather pattern largely responsible for the drought, continues to weaken and will be gone by April. And 
she’ll stay away for the summer, which could bring more rain during the typically-wetter months of late 
spring and early summer.“  

Two Tree Stewards Assist with the Virginia Big Tree Program 

 Assessing Toll of Texas Drought on Trees May Take a Decade 
              by Louise Seals 

http://www.web2.cnre.vt.edu/4h/bigtree/
http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/analysis_monitoring/enso_advisory/ensodisc.html


For Author, "DAMP Horse" wins 
                                                                                                                                          By Louise Seals 

 

Nancy Ross Hugo of Ashland, popular author and lecturer, has her own take on the 
"MADCap Horse" memory device to distinguish tree species with opposite branch and leaf 
arrangements. She prefers "DAMP Horse" -- Dogwood, Ash, Maple and Paulownia. The 
"horse," of course, covers the horse chestnut and the buck-
eye.  
 
 
 
Paulownia is a non-native tree that was brought to this 
country as a landscape plant known for it’s beautiful spring 
flowers.  This  plant is listed as an invasive species by  the 
Virginia Department of Conservation and Recreation and by 
other states in the southeast. 
 
 
 
 
Hugo spoke at the February Lewis Ginter Winter Symposium and CVNLA Short Course. She 
also shared her favorite reference books, Web sites and apps: 
 

Books  
 Michael Dirr's Manual of Woody Landscape Plants, Sipe Publishing, 1998 
 David Allen Sibley's The Sibley Guide to Trees, Knopf, 2009 
 Donald Culross Peattie's A Natural History of Trees of Eastern and Central North Amer-

ica, Houghton Mifflin, 1991 
 Colin Tudge's The Tree: A Natural History of What Trees Are, How They Live, and Why 

They Matter, Crown Publishers, 2005 
 

Websites 
 Silvics of North America Vol 1: Conifers & Silvics of North America Vol 2: Hardwoods 
      www.na.fs.fed.us/spfo/pubs/silvics_manual/table_of_contents.htm 
 Atlas of the Virginia Flora:  http://vaplantatlas.org/ 
 

Apps 
Leafsnap 
Audubon Guide to North American Trees 
 

http://www.na.fs.fed.us/spfo/pubs/silvics_manual/table_
http://vaplantatlas.org/


Richmond Tree Stewards  
 

The mission of Richmond’s trained, volunteer Tree Stewards is to promote and improve the health 

of city trees to assure the city’s forest will survive and thrive. This is accomplished by increasing pub-

lic awareness through community education, planning and planting for the future, and providing mainte-

nance and care for young trees on streets and in parks.  Tree Stewards work closely with Urban For-

estry and with other organizations interested in the health of our community forest. 

 

Visit our website at richmondtreestewards.wordpress.com 

Contact us at richmond_treesap@yahoo.com 

 

 

 

 
Attention Creative Stewards!    

 
Have any ideas for the display at Earth Day?   

 
If so, E-mail Kelly Joyce  kajoyc@wm.edu  or  

Suzette Lyon  slyon10@yahoo.com  

 
  

 

 

                                                                                         

                                                            

                                                                                                                                         Earth Day 2011 

 

 

Is there a connection between biodiversity (or lack of) and Lyme disease? 
http://nativeplantwildlifegarden.com/the-link-between-lyme-disease-and-biodiversity/  

 
 

US Cities Are Losing 4 Millon Trees a Year 
http://www.theatlanticcities.com/arts-and-lifestyle/2012/02/us-cities-are-losing-4-million-trees-year/1183/  

 

 

See this picture for watering a newly planted tree…. 
just what Norm was describing at  the tree planting class.      

  http://www.texastrees.org/learn/how-to-plant-a-tree/ 
 

http://nativeplantwildlifegarden.com/the-link-between-lyme-disease-and-biodiversity/
http://www.theatlanticcities.com/arts-and-lifestyle/2012/02/us-cities-are-losing-4-million-trees-year/1183/
http://www.texastrees.org/learn/how-to-plant-a-tree/

