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              2011— Off to a Great Start! 
 

Winter is a great time for tree stewards to work, although the temperatures 
were a bit too nippy at the Tree the Track event!   
 
Thirteen stewards, True Timber employees, Urban Forestry and other volunteers  
braved that cold day in January to help Friends of Byrd Park plant thirty trees on 
the Vita Course.   Now, ivy removal is in full swing there thanks to a series of pro-
jects proposed by Steward Louise Seals.  These creative volunteers have come 
up with some unique ways to remove ivy, such as using a painters 5-in-1 tool for 
getting at the roots or prying vines from the tree so they can be cut.  And an-
other thirteen stewards have signed up for water truck training in 
March, helping to ensure that these trees, and others, will get the water 
they need this summer.   There’s a very good chance that our collective 
efforts will make the Vita Course a more beautiful place and will have a 
positive environmental impact as well.    
 
There has also been a bit of pruning going on.  In the Fan one morning, two 
stewards pruned their weight in crepe myrtles (two pick-up loads).  The trees 
looked  much neater after pruning, dead and truck-damaged wood was re-
moved, and pedestrian access was granted!    Also,   Elizabeth Barrett has ar-
ranged developmental pruning classes for stewards with Arborists Mike Mather 
and Luke McCall.  These informative hands-on sessions have been well attended 
and much enjoyed.  More importantly, the trees benefit in the long term.   
  
And, of course, many stewards are planning for our best Arbor Day event yet. 
New attractions will include wood-carving demonstrations, a craftsman who 
makes products from wood discarded in the city, and landscapers who specialize 
in native species and sustainable landscapes. And that’s just for the adults!   
 
Please help spread the word about Arbor Day. Can you put up an Arbor Day 
poster in a high-traffic, prominent location where it won’t be soon be covered by 
publicity for other events?  Can you pin up a postcard in a break room at work or 
recruit your book club friends?  If so, please email louise.seals@gmail.com with 
your location(s) and the number of posters or postcards. (Arbor Day planners 
have already volunteered for some locations and we’ll try to cover as much terri-
tory as possible.)  
  

                   Let’s keep our great start going! 

mailto:louise.seals@gmail.com


 Ivy removal at Byrd Park on the following dates:    
 Mar 2, Mar 9, Mar 13, Mar 16, Mar 20, Mar 23, Mar 27, and Mar 30.   
 Those are all Sundays and Wednesdays.  
 On Sundays,  work is from 1—4 pm;  on Wednesdays, work is from 9 am —12 noon.   
  
 
 Mar 5       9 am – 2:30 pm      Native Plant Propagation Workshop at JSR 
 Mar 5  9 am— 12 pm         Developmental pruning  
 Mar 6      2 -4:30 pm             Tree Planting along Reedy Creek 
 Mar 9  9 am – 12pm           Ivy removal at Byrd Park         
 Mar 14  6:30 pm             Arbor Day Planning meeting 
 March 9       8 am – 3:30 pm      Roanoke Tree Care Workshop 
 March 10                 Tree Care Symposium  at Lewis Ginter Botanical Garden 
 March 19th     7 am – 4 pm             Walk in the Forest  
                           at Virginia Department of Forestry’s New Kent Forestry Center 

 

 
 Mar 1     Pathology   
 Mar 8     Tree Appraisal Basics                                                
 Mar 15   Construction Protection           
 Mar 22   Soils                              
 Mar 29   Right Tree, Right Place        

   
   All classes are at the Round House in Byrd Park and start at 6:30 pm         

  

You will find lots of information there including: 
 
 English Ivy brochure and Mulch brochure.  You can easily print these as needed. 
  An Illustrated Guide to Pruning by Edward F Gilman  - a professional manual available for you to 

study.  The book has excellent illustrations.  Thanks to Norm for this book.   
 A list of items available for you to use at community events 

 

March Events and Projects   -  Details are available on our website.     
 http://richmondtreestewards.wordpress.com/project-and-meeting-dates/  

 

March Tree Steward Classes    
Meet our new stewards and learn something new!       

Check out the Steward Tool Kit on our website...    
http://richmondtreestewards.wordpress.com/steward-tool-kit/ 

http://richmondtreestewards.wordpress.com/project-and-meeting-dates/
http://richmondtreestewards.wordpress.com/steward-tool-kit/


                                                         Riparian Buffers 
 

A riparian area is the land adjacent to a body of water, such as a stream, river, marsh, pond or shoreline that 
forms the transition between the aquatic and terrestrial environments.   
Riparian buffers are the vegetated areas surrounding the body of water. Many urban streams have little 
tree canopy and few, if any  other plants. The consequences are poor water quality and loss of habitat.   
Restoring these areas with native plants has many benefits. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
    

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 
 

Trees reduce erosion by intercepting raindrops, reducing impact on the soil.  
Tree roots anchor the soil and stabilize stream banks.   
The local ecosystem stays intact.  

Sediment from erosion is a significant pollutant.   
Murky water prevents  growth of natural aquatic vegetation. 
Sediment in stream beds disrupts the natural food chain by destroying habitat  
  where the smallest stream organisms live and is an unhealthy environment for fish. 

Tree canopy shades the stream, keeping the water cool in summer. 
Aquatic life and their terrestrial predators benefit. 

Increased water temperatures in streams are harmful to fish and other organisms.    
Warm water holds less dissolved oxygen than cooler water. 

Pollutants from streets and fertilizers from lawns run off into streams. 
These pollutants are destroying natural systems here and in the Chesapeake Bay. 

Vegetated areas will absorb and process some pollutants, preventing them from en-
tering the streams.  Water quality improves locally and far downstream. 

Areas that are bare of trees and shrubs do not support wildlife.   
These areas usually require mowing or other maintenance. 

Help restore a riparian buffer.                                                      Contact slyon10@yahoo.com  
 
March 6, 2 pm—4:30 pm 
 
 

Dense plantings of native trees and shrubs will support local biodiversity. 
These areas will require some care until they become established. 



 Answer to the February  Tree ID                                                                                                                          
                                                     Crataegus phaenopyrum  - Washington hawthorn 

 

 Shrub or small tree up to 25' tall and 25' across with single or multiple trunks 

 Bark is more or less gray, rough, scaly and peels off to reveal an orange to orange-red  
underneath 

 This species was first discovered near Washington. D.C, hence the name “Washington 

hawthorn”   

 Leaf shape (tri-lobed) helps differentiate this from other hawthorns 
 Has all season interest making it a good landscape plant... 

 Winter fruit, spring flowers, attractive leaves summer and fall, interesting bark 

 Fruit is eaten by birds and some mammals 

 Dense branching and compact growth habit provide good nesting places for birds 

 Native members of the genus support many bird and moth caterpillars; this means food for baby birds 

 

The tree pictured above lives in Steward Robin Ruth’s back yard.  This beautiful, small tree has been cov-

ered with berries all winter long.  Lovely in with snow on top! 

   The picture of the leaf comes from http://www.dnr.state.oh.us/Home/trees/hawthorn_wash/tabid/5370/Default.aspx    

 Tree ID for March 

 

Can you identify this tree from the pictures  

of the seed  pods?    Here are your hints: 

 

    Large tree common in the Richmond area 

    State tree of Kentucky 

    Largest tree of this species listed on the National        

         Register of Big Trees is in Chesapeake, Va. 

 

The answer will be in the next newsletter. 

Thanks to Louise Seals for the  photos. 

The hints were: 
 

1. Small tree of the eastern US and some of the 
Midwest.  Some members of the genus are na-
tive to this country. 

2. Has thorns and red / orange  berries that persist 
in winter. 

3. “Washington” is a variety  often available at 
nurseries.  

http://www.dnr.state.oh.us/Home/trees/hawthorn_wash/tabid/5370/Default.aspx


 

The Tree(s) and I….A Manifesto of Hope 
                                                                         
Unlike Anna in Siam, I cannot croon my assurances to the youth around me that they, like me, will know and love a 

true forest or even a stand of trees.  Why, I never expected to live to be 33, not having lived as carefully as Jiminy 

Cricket.  Now I wonder if I live to be 99, like my grandmother, will I outlive trees? 

 
That’s my grandmother Joyner, “Nanny, “ who’ll be 100 in June, not my Grandmother Mashburn, who died in her 70’s, 

in the 70’s.  Nanny remembers apple orchards and peanut fields in Isle of Wight County.  Grandmother Mashburn 

remembered her mother knowing the names of all the trees and the constellations.   

 
Like the stars, there would always be trees, right?  Plenty of time to learn their names and which was the toothbrush 

tree and how an exotic Austrian tree, Pinus Niger, came to be planted in dirt-poor central NC.   
 

“When I was a child,”  many, many years ago, when Howdy Doody ruled the air-waves, there was a magnificent forest 

very near my house.  Just a hop across the swamp-draining ditch, I could climb black cherry trees to the top and see 

forever.  This was Buckroe Beach, where peach orchards were being cleared to build t-tiny ticky-tacky homes for re-

turning servicemen and their families.    

 
Next our growing family moved inland to a development of larger tract homes in  Denbigh, the land of large trees.  

Where the isolated gas stations were backed by oaks a hundred and more feet tall.  Lots of woods for exploring and 

sitting with a book; full of birds and far off animal noises.   

 
By high school years we were on our way to a stick-built house in the middle of a wooded lot.  And what trees!  

Beech, poplar, white oak, a grove of hollies and at the rear of the ½ acre lot, a grand black walnut.  But progress must 

come and the lot behind was graded up 2 feet, killing the walnut.  A furniture man from Poquoson took the lumber 

and my Granddaddy Joyner used a stick to create a new bridge for the old home-made violin I had found at  my great-

grandparents old cabin  near Shelby NC. 

 
Over the years, a tree or two died or fell in a storm, but my parents created their woodland garden with native plants 

and oriental azaleas, English ivy and many other beautiful exotics.   It didn’t seem to matter then, that we brought in all 

these others, because what we had, we would always have, just as my grandparents’ farm in NC would always be 

there. 

 
The grown-up me moved on to my own series of ticky tacky houses and apartments, finally landing in a little old brick 

house on a ¼ acre lot in Richmond, with tall pines ,  hot pink azaleas and eroded soil.  And found my church home in 

the woods in Chesterfield, with beautiful shagbark hickories and straight, tall oaks.                

 
But I fear that the trees may not always be with us.  So much has changed.  The shagbark hickories and oaks at my 

little church in the wildwood were in the way of the parish hall.  My grandparents died, the property was split up and 

timber harvested.  Isabell took out my parents’ trees and house.  The old trees in Denbigh might as well have been 

outlawed by city council mandate.    

 
Is it too late to change our ways before we lose our trees?  How we can halt this run-away train of environmental 

destruction?  My natural pessimism says yes, it’s too late; it’s only a matter of time before it’s all gone.  But my native 

pragmatism and my faith says it doesn’t matter.  Just keep planting for the future and fighting to preserve what we still 

have.  One step at a time.  One foot in front of the other.  Just keep on.   

 
Or as Joan Dye Gussow declares in her book, Growing, Older:  “To assume the worst will happen is almost as wicked 

as plunging ahead trying not to notice what is happening under our noses.  That understanding has sustained me ever 

since. Everything is possible.  Living with possibilities allows me, most of the time, to face deeply disturbing truths 

about the state of the planet.” 

                                                                                                      Contributed by Cindi Mashburn 

 



 

 

 

 

Truetimber president publishes children's book 

Scott Turner, president of Truetimber Tree Services Inc. and a big sup-

porter of Richmond Tree Stewards, has written and illustrated a children's 

book, "Just Grow."    

Scott drew on his knowledge of 

children and trees to craft this 

tale of a winged silver maple  seed 

named Jillian who overcomes 

great odds and not only survives 

but thrives  by keeping a positive 

attitude. The anthropomorphic 

drawings will appeal to young chil-

dren, and Grandma and Grandpa 

will enjoy reading it aloud.  

If you were at the Tree the Track 

planting in subfreezing tempera-

tures on Jan. 22, Scott was the 

tallest of the guys in the Truetim-

ber red shirts. A Navy veteran 

who has a master's degree in 

physics, he has also taught tree 

steward classes.  

The publisher is Childs Ink Publishing -- www.Childsink.com. If you are interested in 

"special quantity discounts for bulk purchases to promote literacy and benefit underprivi-

leged children everywhere," you may contact Scott at riversideoutfitters@yahoo.com  or 

218-7527. 

The book is currently available at  
  Riverside Outfitters in Stratford Hills                                                                        

 (special price of $10 for buying the book at its home) 

  Serendipity of Bon Air 

  Tales for Kids in the Fan 

  Buford Road Pharmacy 

  Sneeds Nursery 

  Ebay 

  The Book People near Libby and Patterson 

http://www.childsink.com/
mailto:riversideoutfitters@yahoo.com


  May we recommend... 

  Contributions to the newsletter 

 

 

  
 A short article and pictures about the beauty of spring leaves at   

 http://www.kimmerer.com/spring-leaves/  

 

 Volunteers in Baltimore use i-Tree for inventory 
 http://www.sciencedaily.com/videos/2007/1212-tree_tracker.htm  
 
 

 Gardening for Life  

 http://bringingnaturehome.net/native-gardening/gardening-for-life    
  
  

 

 AND… 

 

 

 A slide show demonstrating the installation of protective tubes that are 

 used when planting small trees.  These tubes will be used at the Dunston 

 Street riparian buffer restoration on March 6. 

 
 https://picasaweb.google.com/louise.seals/PlantingWithTreeTubes#slideshow/5561665626551617074 

 

Contributions should be sent to slyon10@yahoo.com  by the end of each month. 
 

“Travels with Trees” ………pictures or stories about trees seen on your vacation 

“May We Recommend”…..tree related books or websites that might interest others 

“ART Gallery”………………..good quality photos of  Awesome Richmond Trees   

“ID this Tree”………………...provide photo of leaf, bark, and perhaps a hint (and the answer, of course) 

http://www.kimmerer.com/spring-leaves/
http://www.sciencedaily.com/videos/2007/1212-tree_tracker.htm
http://bringingnaturehome.net/native-gardening/gardening-for-life


Richmond Tree Stewards  
 

The mission of Richmond’s trained, volunteer Tree Stewards is to promote and improve the 

health of city trees to assure the city’s forest will survive and thrive. This is accomplished by 

increasing public awareness through community education, planning and planting for the fu-

ture, and providing maintenance and care for young trees on streets and in parks.  Tree Stew-

ards work closely with Urban Forestry and with other organizations interested in the health 

of our community forest. 
 

Visit our website at richmondtreestewards.wordpress.com 

Contact us at richmond_treesap@yahoo.com 

 

"A thing is right when it tends to preserve the integrity, stability, and 

beauty of the biotic community. It is wrong when it tends otherwise."                                  

                                                       Aldo Leopold                                                                                                                                       

                 A Sand County Almanac 

Heads up when pruning ! 

 
And that’s not just for safety; you might find something inter-

esting.  While pruning the maples in the median on Westover Hills 

recently, stewards noticed a number of small nests in the trees.  

All looked similar to this one. 

 

These tightly woven nests are about three inches across and fit 

the description of gold finch nests.  Gold finches  are common in 

the area and are known to choose open areas for nesting, but 

finding nine of these nests in the median of a busy street was a 

surprise.  Sometimes gold finches form a loose colony when nest-

ing, apparently to aid in defense against predators,  

 

The female is the engineer of the family and  builds the nest in 

about 6 days.  The male flies around with her and helps carry 

nesting material.  The nest she builds is so well constructed that 

some of them will even hold water! 

 

Courtship and selection of the nest site, which begin in late July, 

include aerial displays and warbling, so this may be a good place 

to visit again in the summer—without our tools! 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Biotic_community

