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How to Water 2,000 Trees 
 
 

Richmond has about 2,000 new trees on public property and the only 
way to water 2,000 trees is with lots of help! That is why we are begin-
ning a project to encourage citizens to water the tree in front of their 
home, business or church.    

 
Every Steward can take part in this project  simply by helping to spread 
the word.   This is what you need to do to make our project a success: 
 
 Read these two pages on our website  - ‘”Save a Tree” and “Summer 

Tree Care”    
 Also read “Talking Points for Tree Stewards”  on page three of this 

newsletter and  posted in the Steward Tool Kit on the website.  
 Be familiar with all this information so that you can talk to others.  
 Help spread the word in your neighborhood, at work, at church or 

anywhere near a new tree. 
 Check the Steward Tool Kit page to download our flyer. 
 Subscribe to our website so that you will receive updates on watering 

throughout the summer.  You may want to share these with friends.  
 Questions...contact slyon10@yahoo.com 
 And remember ….. 
 

 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 

                                           Continued…                                                 

  



 

We will be using “Metro Tree Watering Alerts” throughout the summer to 
continue to remind the community about watering trees. 
 
A code (based on recent temperature and precipitation) will be posted on 
our website.  As the summer grows hotter and drier, the code will change 
and we will send posts to remind folks of the need to water.  This will also 
be sent to  community blogs and Tree Stewards should step up efforts in 
their neighborhoods. 
 
Thanks to the following people who helped plan “How to Water 2,000 
Trees” project…. 
 
Kaye Corbett Judi Ellis  Kitty Hardt  Robin Jones 
Suzette Lyon  Cindi Mashburn Mike Mather Robin Ruth              
Turk Sties   Louise Seals   Sue Wood  Todd Woodson 

 
 

Metro Tree Watering Alerts 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 Talking points for tree stewards 
 

 
 

The city planted 2,000 trees this last year, 500 of those through the Adopt A Tree program. 
 

Adopt a Tree Program Basics – Citizens pay $50 for a tree and agree to water &  take care of the tree for 2 years.  There is 
a link on our website for those that want more information. 

 
The other 1,500 trees do not have someone committed to care for them. 
 
The City of Richmond may have funds to water trees, but there will not be enough funding to water trees at anywhere 
near ideal levels (this would cost more than the tree plantings themselves did).   The watering that is done by the city will 
concentrate on locations where volunteers cannot safely water such as in medians and also on some major streets were 
many trees are planted. 
 
For individual citizens to take on watering large numbers of trees is a very big commitment.  This is frequently a much 
larger undertaking than people assume it will be. Therefore, it may be more realistic to find ways to have a large number 
of citizens commit to watering one or two trees. 
 
To have a good watering program, citizen assistance is critical.  
 
Tree stewards are starting a “How to Water 2,000 Trees”  project to inform and encourage citizens to water the new 
street tree in front of their home, church or business.   This would include trees planted this year and last. 
 
Information on our website includes how to water tree, how often to water and other tips on summer tree care.  Look 
for ‘Summer Tree Care”  on the menu under  “Save A Tree” 
 
We will also issue “Metro Tree Watering Alerts”  on our website and to community blogs.  Our alerts will remind citizens 
to water trees.  The frequency of the alerts and content will change as the summer grows hotter and dryer.  

 
Citizens in Richmond and surrounding counties can also use this information to better understand and care for trees on 
their property.  We hope that this will, not only improve the survival and health of the new trees, but will encourage citi-
zens to care for the environment and their community in other ways as well.   
 

Gator bags have been placed on most Adopt A Trees and the Enrichmond Foundation purchased 500 ooze tubes that 
have been installed by the city. 
 

To use a gator bag or ooze tube, just insert a hose and fill.  For trees without watering devices you can use 5 gallon buck-
ets with several small holes drilled in the bottom or just water with slow flow from a garden hose.   Directions for all on 
our website. 
 

When watering apply at least 15 gallons. (15 gallons is less than half the amount used for the average morning shower.) 
 

Watering frequency: 

 Water from May – October for the first two years after planting 
 Ideal – water once a week 
 Minimum – water once a month.  This will reduce mortality, but may not produce the healthiest tree. 
 Realistic – if you cannot water once a week all season, water once a week when the weather is very                                
       hot and dry. 

Project:   How To Water 2,000 Trees 

Tagline:   Only YOU Can Save a Tree 



The hints were: 

 Leaves are opposite, but this  tree is not a included 
in the   “MAD Horse” group which have opposite 
leaves.  

 Small native tree that blooms in April/May 

 Leaves are  simple, ovate and entire 

 

Other names for this tree are Grancy 
Gray Beard and Old Man’s Beard.    When  
shopping for  a fringe tree be aware that 
the Chinese fringe  tree (C. Retusus) is  
commonly available in nurseries.  If you 
want the native, check the species name; 
don’t rely on the common name.   

Answer to the May  Tree ID      Fringe tree   Chionanthus virginicus    

 

No Tree Quiz...It’s Summer !    
Just enjoy these beautiful trees on the Southside of town. 

Flowers of southern catalpa. 

Not a great picture of the tree,  

but you can see how big it is and  

that it is covered in flowers. 

 
 



 

Flower and leave of Big Leaf Mag-
nolia.  This species boasts the 
largest simple leaf and sin-
gle flower of any native plant in 
North America.  

 

 

   

Cedar waxwings eating service berries.    

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leaf
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flower


 

  

Tree Planting Quiz-Answers 

1. The hole is too small. The diameter of 
the hole should be at least 2 and preferably 
3 or more times the diameter of the root 
ball. The hole should be shaped like a shal-
low bowl, not a vertical column. Roots grow 
primarily near the surface. Loosening the 
soil as far as possible away from the trunk 
will make it easier for the roots to grow and 
establish. 

2. The tree is planted too deep. The root 
collar (where the trunk and roots meet) 
should be even with the final grade. Root 
collars are frequently 4-6" below the top of 
the soil ball in a B&B tree. 

3. Soil beneath the root ball should not be 
loosened or prepared. The hole should be 
dug only as deep as the root system other-
wise the ball will settle and the root collar 
will again be too deep. 

4. Back-filled soil should not be "prepared" 
or amended with other materials. The soil 
dug from the hole should only be loosened 
and broken up then back filled around the 
root ball. This will allow the roots to more easily establish in the surrounding soil. 

5. The burlap and twine are still wrapped around the ball. These should be cut off or rolled 
down exposing the top half of the soil ball after the tree has been set in the hole. 

6. The staking wire is too tight. The ties should be loose to allow some play in the trunk. This 
will allow the trunk to grow stronger. This is particularly important with small caliper trees. 

7. Trunk wrap has not been shown to be beneficial, but it does provide an excellent habitat for 
insects and fungi between the wrap and the trunk. 

8. There is no mulch. A wood chip mulch is essential to keep the soil moist and cool, reduce 
weed competition and protect the trunk from weed whip and lawn mower injury. 

http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/volunteer/sepoct08/tree_quizzes.html  
 
                                         

           Can you find 8 things wrong with this picture? 

http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/volunteer/sepoct08/tree_quizzes.html
http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/volunteer/sepoct08/tree_quizzes.html


  May we recommend... 

   Contributions to the newsletter 

Contributions should be sent to slyon10@yahoo.com  by the end of each month. 
 

“Travels with Trees” ………pictures or stories about trees seen on your vacation 

“May We Recommend”…..tree related books or websites that might interest others 

“ART Gallery”………………..good quality photos of  Awesome Richmond Trees   

“ID this Tree”………………...provide photo of leaf, bark, and perhaps a hint (and the answer, of course) 

“Out on a Limb”...…………..for the writers among us who want to express themselves! 

 

 

 

How do some communities deal with improper pruning  ???  Check this out…. 
 
http://www.charlotteobserver.com/2011/05/28/2333197/church-fined-for-improper-tree.html 
Contributed by Steward Jane Abbott  

 

 

Thursday, June 9th, 6 pm—8 pm 

 

 

 
 

Join Mayor Dwight C. Jones for a community meeting to help 

shape the Sustainability Plan for Richmond’s future. 
 

Who speaks for the urban canopy? 

Richmond Tree Stewards! 
 

Wear your Tree Steward T-shirt  

For more information visit…. 
 

http://www.richmondgov.com/sustainabilityplan/RVAGreen.aspx  

Important Reminder... 

http://www.charlotteobserver.com/2011/05/28/2333197/church-fined-for-improper-tree.html
http://www.richmondgov.com/sustainabilityplan/RVAGreen.aspx


 

 

 

  
 

   

Another pest that has arrived, most likely,  in shipping crates! 

This insect is an agricultural pest, not necessarily a threat to trees, but since tree stew-
ards need to eat and since we are a fairly observant group, it seems appropriate that 
we be informed.  Please be on the lookout for this true bug and report to the E-mail 

above if you see it.   
 

Here are a couple of links with additional information if you are interested….. 
 

 http://ohioline.osu.edu/hyg-fact/pdf/FS_3824_08.pdf  
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brown_marmorated_stink_bug 

http://ohioline.osu.edu/hyg-fact/pdf/FS_3824_08.pdf
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brown_marmorated_stink_bug


My Love of Pruning & Sense of Community Pride  

 
by Steward Joann Cardwell 
 
Because of my love of gardening, interest in the environment and natural green thumb, I became a certi-
fied Master Gardener in 2008.  Through this group, I first learned about the Tree Steward program and it 
peaked my interest as I also have a passion for trees and the beautification of our City. And so I signed-up.  
I was hooked right from the start.  I learned so much in this first class, that I kept coming back for more 
and eventually signed-up for 2 additional classes.  Since each guest professor had his own style of pre-
senting the lesson, I just couldn’t seem to hear enough about trees, insects, disease and pruning.  I always 
learned something more with every class. 
 
After my first course was completed, the best part came next.  Pruning!  I’m a natural born pruner… it 
seems I can prune all day long without tiring.  There must be something about the instant gratification of 
standing back and admiring your work… or maybe because you’ve just done a good deed.  One of my very 
first group projects was pruning on Monument Avenue in the West End.  Even today, when I drive by that 
section, I still have a great sense of pride as I admire our handiwork.  And how rewarding when the 
neighbors came out of their homes when we’re pruning on their street, to thank us and tell us how they 
hadn’t been able to use that walkway in a long time.  I even look at trees differently now.  Some days 
while driving along, I’ll have the urge to jump out of the car (ninja-style) and snip a branch here or there. 
 
The best part about the class was the weekend pruning sessions with Norm Brown.  Early on, he was our 
weekend scout of sorts – taking us to cemeteries and back streets in Richmond that I’d never even heard 
of before… where we could practice pruning on (mostly) crape myrtles to our hearts content.  Even in the 
middle of winter, (and I’m usually very cold natured) --I never got cold, as strange as it sounds…it was just 
exhilarating to me I guess.  Norm would help or instruct us right on the spot – the camaraderie among our 
group was great – we were a team on a mission!  And it was fun. Even dragging the branches and piling 
them high for pickup.  Lots of chatting and laughter.  We couldn’t wait to hear where Norm was going to 
take us next on our big pruning adventure. 
 

Things I’ve learned about Crape Myrtles in particular: 
 
 Late winter is the best time to prune since the tree has no leaves and you can easily see all the 

branches, which ones need removing.  And pruning in winter won’t reduce summer blooms, since 
crape myrtles bloom on new growth. 

 
 Crape “murder” is the horrible practice of using saws and loppers to cut down a crepe myrtle into 

thick, ugly stubs.  This ruins the natural form of the tree and produces weak spindly branches too 
weak to hold up the flowers. It pains me to see landscaping crews doing this all over town.  It also pre-
vents the formation of the beautiful smooth, mottled bark that looks pretty in winter. 

 
 Always select the right tree for the right place as there are many varieties nowadays in many different 

heights, and this will hopefully help avoid the practice of crape murder in the first place. 
 
 Plant when the trees are dormant, either in fall, winter or early spring.  Once established, they are 

very drought tolerant.  You can’t beat a tree that blooms so long and beautifully in the heat of sum-
mer. 

                                                                                                                                                             Continued…. 



Richmond Tree Stewards  
 

The mission of Richmond’s trained, volunteer Tree Stewards is to promote and improve the 

health of city trees to assure the city’s forest will survive and thrive. This is accomplished by 

increasing public awareness through community education, planning and planting for the fu-

ture, and providing maintenance and care for young trees on streets and in parks.  Tree Stew-

ards work closely with Urban Forestry and with other organizations interested in the health 

of our community forest. 
 

Visit our website at richmondtreestewards.wordpress.com 

Contact us at richmond_treesap@yahoo.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Wear your Tree Steward T-shirt when you are out in the neighborhood! 

All three styles are still available.   

 

Arbor Day 2009          Safety Yellow          Arbor Day 2011 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you want one of the 2009 or 2011 shirts, email Louise by Sunday evening (June 5) with 
the size or sizes.   After that, you may need to get the shirt at Riverside Outfitters.            

(Tree Stewards will still get the money.) 

Safety Yellow shirts are still available from Louise or Kevin.   

 
Oh and I forgot to mention, Norm and his Mom are really great chefs too. While the weekly classes were 
in session, they used to cook and serve the students awesome dinners at break times. (even vegetarian 
upon request!)   hmmmm… maybe this was the real reason I kept coming back for class after class after 
class… 


