
 

 

 

 

      

 

 

    
 

 

    2010  -  A Great Year for  Tree Stewards 

     Volunteer Hours                 

This is the last call for volunteer hours worked in 2010.  Re-

port by Jan 15 please.  We will be tracking hours differently 

in 2011 and I hope this will be easier for your. Sign in at all 

projects, events, classes & meetings and these hours will be 

tracked for you.  The only hours you will need to report are 

those that are worked on your own.   Directions for reporting 

hours are on our website; look under the STEWARD TOOL 

KIT tab.  You can even report your hours while on the website!   

Note that new stewards must track their own hours required for certification.   
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This might be the year that we can look back on as a time when our organiza-

tion really began to make progress.  There are more active stewards than ever,  

we are now being contacted by other organizations for our assistance and ex-

pertise, and we were nominated for a Golden Hammer Award this year!  Norm 

Brown‟s on-going Washington Park project is a good example of how tree 

stewards can make a difference.  This project combines badly needed clearance 

pruning with a complete inventory for future planting needs.  Stewards proved 

their dedication here by starting at dawn so they could beat the heat of the hot-

test June on record.  

 
Tree Steward volunteer hours for 2010 are worth approximately $28,000, but 

how can you really put a price on improving the community and the potential 

value of healthy trees?  You can‟t, and that makes us PRICELESS!  

 
We have new, enthusiastic members on the Tree Steward Advisory Panel for 

2011 and a new president, Kevin Walters.  Please read his letter on page 4 and 

be assured that we are working together to make the organization better than 

ever. 

 
Thanks to all of you for your dedication and time.  I am very proud of what we 

have accomplished together in just three years. 

                                                                                      Suzette Lyon 



 

 Coordinator for New Tree Stewards: 
 

 Seeking a friendly, dynamic tree hugger who will meet the new stewards starting class in                     

 February,  explain the program, answer their questions,  and help keep track of their progress   

 toward certification.   

 

 For more information or to apply contact Kevin Walters at  

 walterskevin@msn.com 

 

 

Meetings, Events and Projects List:     

 
March 10      Tree Care Symposium at Lewis Ginter Botanical Garden 
This course is approved for Tree Steward education hours. 
http://www.lewisginter.org/adult-education/sponsored-symposiums.php#Tree 
  
 

February 2 - 4   Central Virginia Nursery and Landscape Association 
"Shades of Green: the Vital Roles of Gardening"    Any course is approved for 
Tree Steward education hours.      See   http://www.cvnla.org/short-course.htm 
 
 
 

January 25  6:30 pm   
Tree Steward Meeting at the Roundhouse.    

Presentation by TreeSAP and a plant pathology lecture by Normal Dart. 
 
 

January 22   "Tree the Track" 

Tree Steward expertise is needed for this planting event  at the Vita Course. 

where 30 trees will be planted.  If you can assist please leave a phone message for 

Sarah Weisiger at  355-2639.   If you are able to bring shovel, garden fork or 

wheelbarrow, please leave her this information as well.  Just so we can keep track 

of who is coming; also please send E-mail to slyon10@yahoo.com    

 

January 15    9 am - 2 pm "Bring One for the Chipper" 
 Richmond Tree Stewards will have a table for community education.    
Contact slyon10@yahoo.com to volunteer. 
 
 

A current 

event and 

projects list is 

always 

available on  

the website.  

 

Look in the 

Steward Tool 

Kit.   

http://www.lewisginter.org/adult-education/sponsored-symposiums.php#Tree
http://www.cvnla.org/short-course.htm


Attention  Stewards:  The 1st Arbor Day Deadline is Jan  21 

 

Please gently remind your sponsor prospects that if they want to be on our poster and postcards, they must 

register by Jan. 21; that deadline is firm.   All the sponsorship and exhibitor information and forms are 

available at   http://richmondtreestewards.wordpress.com/arbor-day-2/  along with a quick contact form for 

questions.  Sponsors must commit at the Gold or Silver level for their logos to be used and at the Bronze 

level for their name to be listed on the poster and post cards.  We should have their registration form by 

Jan 21 with a check.    Potential non-profit partner groups also need to meet the Jan 21 deadline. 

 

We will gladly accept sponsors and, of course, vendors after Jan 21, so don‟t stop cultivating your poten-

tial exhibitors.  We need a nature artist or artists, wood product vendors, service providers, educational 

exhibits and more.  The more exhibitors we have, the more our visitors can enjoy.   

 

Besides Tree Stewards, Richmond‟s Urban Forestry Division of the Department of Public Works, and 

Richmond‟s Department of Parks, Recreation and Community Facilities, the following have committed 

orally or in writing to be sponsors:  

 

Dominion, the Richmond Times-Dispatch, 

Community Idea Stations Public Broadcasting 

Colesville Nursery 

Glen Allen Nursery, Riverside Outfitters 

Virginia Department of Forestry 

Richmond International Raceway 

Richmond Flying Squirrels  

Ginter Park Residents Association.   

 

    Not sure whether someone has contacted a prospect?   

    Just call  or E-mail Louise Seals at 389-8798 or  

    louise.seals@gmail.com.  If you need more information 

    than  you can find on our website, just ask. 

 

  

 

    

Climbing Trees at Arbor Day 2010                   .  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          Arbor Day     where we plan to     Stay Co2ol with Trees 

See the press release on the “News and 

Posts” tab on our website… 

Richmondtreestewards.wordpress.com 

 

“It’s Tough To Be a City Tree” 

http://richmondtreestewards.wordpress.com/arbor-day-2/


 

Fellow Stewards, 

 
New heights were reached for Tree Stewards in 2010.  The Arbor Day program, managed 

with great dedication and professionalism by Louise Seals was a smashing success.  Su-

zette Lyon‟s skilled and tireless lead of the Tree Steward Advisory Panel was evidenced 

in the greatest number of volunteer hours ever booked, and [I suspect] more ivy removed 

than ever before!   Norm Brown‟s guidance and position in the City and the industry led 

to more and better classes from skilled instructors, creating reasons for former Tree Stew-

ards to return to the classroom.  And the dedication and creativity of TreeSAP continued 

to push us forward. 

 
With all of this dedication and support from talented and caring people, we are perfectly 

poised to leap into 2011 with the intention and capability to surpass our prior successes.  

2011 is the year where the ever-growing army of Tree Stewards will truly make our mark 

on the City.  To that end, our Focus for this year is VISIBILITY and CONNECTED-

NESS.  There are still so many who do not know who we are.  The basis for visibility has 

already been set by the new website that Suzette has created.  Next, it is up to us!  A „plug 

and play‟ PowerPoint presentation on Tree Stewards has been developed and will be pre-

viewed at the January 25th meeting.  This will allow any of us to easily speak at 

Neighborhood and local organization meetings, explaining who we are, what we do, and 

how easy it is to become involved.  Our goal is to be linked to quality and like-minded 

organizations as we spread the word about Tree Stewards. This brings us to connected-

ness, “the sense of being part of something larger than oneself”.  Connectedness is what 

we are really all about.  The work that we do is vital.  In a sense, our activities serve to 

„fine-tune‟ our landscape, and our vigilance ensures the preservation of this green and 

real part of the City that is so dear to us all. 

 
Just a few days in, 2011 is ALREADY a great year.  With a new website, and plans being 

finalized for the finest Arbor Day celebration the City has ever seen, TreeSAP has been 

expanded to include even more dedicated Tree Stewards who want to make a difference.  

And speaking of making a difference, we‟re making it easier for the Tree Stewards to be-

come and remain engaged.  There will be lots of hands-on projects, and easy and enjoy-

able ways to build hours and support the City.  And with new classes every season, there 

are even more opportunities for „dormant‟ Tree Stewards to become „vibrant‟ once again 

by building education hours as we learn! 
We look forward to seeing all of you on January 25th and the opportunity to share what 

we have in store for you in 2011!                                                                                        

 

Kevin Walters 

President Richmond Tree Stewards 

 

 

 

     News from TreeSAP    A message from our President…. 



 

      

         
      

    Newsletter News ! 

  

I’m sure you’ve noticed the new look of our newsletter.  We are hoping that some 
stewards would like to make contributions.  If you’ve got writer’s block, don't 
worry, just send us a picture or interesting tree-related websites.  The newsletter 
will feature these categories when there are contributions… 
 

“Travels with Trees” ………pictures or stories about trees seen on your vacation 

“May We Recommend”…..tree related books or websites that might interest others 

“ART Gallery”………………..good quality photos of  Awesome Richmond Trees   

“ID this Tree”………………...provide photo of leaf, bark, and perhaps a hint (and the answer, of course) 

“Out on a Limb”...…………..for the writers among us who want to express themselves! 

 

Contributions should be sent to slyon10@yahoo.com  by the end of each month. 
 

Also, send ideas for a catchy title for our publication.    

All suggestions received by the end of February will be considered. 

 
  Thank you note from the kids at  Linwood Holton Elementary School                                                              

 

Here is a thank you note for our assis-
tance in the outdoor classroom project at 
Linwood.   Inside it reads… 

”thank you for coming out on a rainy day 
and showing us how and were to plant.  
And thank you for bringing a group of 
volunteers with lots of knowledge and ex-
pertise.  The tree stewards do an amazing 
job for the City of Richmond.” 



                                                                 Maples on Monument 

    Newsletter News ! 

 

 

     Awesome Richmond Trees Gallery    

 

 

Hints: 

 
1. Use MADHorse as a guide 

 

2. If the Asian longhorned  
beetle were to visit Rich-

mond, we could loose many 

trees of this genus. Check the 

website for info on the Asian  
longhorned beetle.  Look in 

the  “Threats to  Trees” tab. 

 

 
Look for the answer in the 

next newsletter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      Tree ID                                                  Can you ID this twig? 

Thanks to Louise Seals 

for the  twig photo. 



If you’ve ever wondered why so much emphasis is being put on children’s activi-
ties for Arbor Day or why we need to involve children in tree planting here is the 
reason….some kids think the Milky Way is a candy bar.  City kids  especially 
need to be connected to the natural world and , for some, we can be that connec-
tion.   There are some kids in Richmond who have never seen the river, many 
that think food comes from the grocery store and  there are those that never get 
dirty since they don’t play outside.  How can we possibly expect that our world  will be in good hands if we 
have a generation or more that don’t make mud pies and climb trees? 

I count myself very fortunate to have spent  lots of time outside as a young child (both day and night) and 
proud to say that both of my children were the dirtiest kids on the block at the end of the day, but that is 
not typical for many children now.   So if you have the opportunity to spend time with a child, please catch 
lightning bugs, climb a tree, plant a seed or go to the country and stay up late to look at the Milky Way.   

The world will be a better place for it.                                                                             contributed by Suzette Lyon 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                              

  Out on a Limb    

Richmond Tree Stewards  
 
The mission of Richmond’s trained, volunteer Tree Stewards is to promote and improve 

the health of city trees to assure the city’s forest will survive and thrive. This is accom-

plished by increasing public awareness through community education, planning and planting 

for the future, and providing maintenance and care for young trees on streets and in 

parks.  Tree Stewards work closely with Urban Forestry and with other organizations in-

terested in the health of our community forest. 

 

Visit our website at richmondtreestewards.wordpress.com 

Contact us at richmond_treesap@yahoo.com 

                                                                                                                                                                                                          
Terry L Spivey Photography  Bugwood.org 

http://www.forestryimages.org/browse/autimages.cfm?aut=50388

