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The next crop of tree stewards will be starting their education on Tuesday, 
February 15.  Same time (6:30 pm), same place (at the Roundhouse). 
 
Norm has done another excellent job of lining up speakers and has added  a 
new class to the agenda… 
 
                         Tree Appraisal Basics 
 
All stewards are invited to attend any classes that interest them and we 
would hope that many of you will attend the new class listed above.  If you 
plan to come, please complete an application (available on the website) and 
mail to the address indicated.  There is no fee for active stewards. 
 
Also, please spread the word to anyone who may be interested and share 
with any neighborhood blogs or groups. 
 
Beginning with this class, there will be a new requirement.   All new stewards 
will need to demonstrate their pruning skills prior to being certified.   The 
check list that we will use is on the Steward Tool Kit page of the website.   Any 
stewards who want to put their pruning skills and knowledge to the test may 
do so.   
 
 
 
   

 

We are looking for several stewards to mentor the new folks. 
 

It’s easy to do... 

 
 Attend a few of the classes so that you will get to know the 

new folks  
 Take a few moments before class or at the break to answer 

any questions they might have about the tree steward pro-

gram 

 Attend the hands on pruning and planting classes if possible 

 Assist with certifying new stewards on pruning skills 

 

Please E-mail treesap@yahoogroups.com if you are interested. 



   

Meetings, Events and Projects List:     
Details are on the website.   Go to the  Steward Tool Kit  / Projects and Meeting Dates 

March 10       
Tree Care Symposium at Lewis Ginter Botanical Garden 
 

March 6     2 -4:30 pm 

Tree Planting along Reedy Creek 
At least ten tree stewards are needed for this event.   
Contact Suzette Lyon at slyon10@yahoo.com  if you plan to participate or if you have questions. 
 

February 5      9 am – 12 pm  
(rain date Feb 6) 
Ivy removal at Byrd Park 
Project leader is Louise Seals  at 
louise.seals@gmail.com 

“Report” your volunteer hours simply by signing in at all 

projects, events, classes and meetings and these hours 

will be recorded for you.  Any hours worked on your own 

should be reported to Suzette Lyon.  Please go to the 

website for   reporting instructions.  You can even re-

port your hours while on the website!   The volunteer 

hours page is in the Tree Steward Tool Kit.  Note that 
new stewards must track their own hours required for 
certification.   

   http://richmondtreestewards.wordpress.com/volunteer-hours/  

 

Volunteer hours for 2010 are worth approxi-

mately $27,000 in matching funds for grants.  

Please continue to volunteer! 

 

    Tree Steward T-shirts  - only $5 while supplies last!                                                   
  

We have HIGH VISIBILITY T-shirts for you.  The shirt is about the color of this box 

with the logo above on the front.  These will help other volunteers spot our experts in a 

crowd and will help make you more visible to drivers as well.  They will be available at the 

Feb. 15 class and at some other events in the future.    

       Richmond 

  Tree  Stewards 

http://richmondtreestewards.wordpress.com/volunteer-hours/


 

Please check out the jobs below and let us know how you would like to help.    
There’s lots to be done  - we need everyone to pitch in.   
 
 

To Do Now 
 

Volunteers to solicit tree and environment-related exhibitors, vendors  such as wood carvers nature art-
ists, landscapers, gardening businesses, eco businesses and environmental groups.  Go to the Arbor Day 
page of the website for information and forms of contact Louise for more details. 
 

To Do in March 
 

Volunteers to distribute posters and postcards  
 

To Do at  Arbor Day  
 

Greeters  - Greet visitors, explain activities, hand them a program. We’ll have talking points for you. 
 
Set up help -  tables, chairs, help vendors 
 
Information Desk staff 
 
Parking lot attendants 
 
Town Criers— circulate when events are about to start  Looks like fun! 
 
Children’s events staff                        
  
Wow! Tree Walk Staff— lead a tree walk.  Talking points and a pre-Arbor Day practice session provided. 
 
Take-down help – tables, chairs, help vendors 
 
Grounds cleanup  
 
 

Don’t delay—E-mail us today ... 

WOW Tree Walk    Suzette Lyon     slyon10@yahoo.com 

Childrens events    Linda VanTuyle     lvantuyle@verizon.net        
         
All other jobs     Louise Seals   louise.seals@gmail.com 
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                                Arbor Day Volunteers—we have jobs for you! 



Ash flower gall was found on this ash tree in Forest Hill Park.   

 

 

 

 

If you look closely, you can see little growths all over the tree;  these are the galls.  Galls are abnor-

mal plant growths caused by various organisms (insects, mites, nematodes, fungi, bacteria, and vi-

ruses). Because of their unusual forms and colors, galls often cause homeowners to become con-

cerned. However, galls seldom threaten plant health and their numbers are highly variable from sea-

son to season. For those reasons, control is generally not suggested. 

 

Galls are formed by insect/mite feeding or egg-laying activity. Either mechanical damage or salivary 

secretions (introduced by insects and/or mites) initiate increased production of normal plant growth 

hormones. These plant hormones cause localized plant growth that can result in increases in cell size 

(hypertrophy) and/or cell number (hyperplasia). The outcome is an abnormal plant structure called a 

gall. 

 

Ash flower gall is caused by the eriophyid mite, Eriophyes fraxiniflora.  After overwintering near 

buds, the mites attack the male flowers as they are opening in the spring. Their feeding causes the 

bud tissue to greatly proliferate, resulting in the clusters of 1/2- to 1-inch, round green galls with ir-

regular surfaces that are being seen now.  

 

Because only the male flowers are attacked, this gall-producing mite is not a problem to tree health.  

When the leaves drop to the ground in the fall, these galls, which are then shrunken and brown, hang 

on the tree through the winter. As a result, the galls are typically noticed during the dormant season. 

Thanks to Mike Mather for identifying the ash flower gall.   

The information above comes from  

http://www.extension.umn.edu/distribution/horticulture/dg1009.html   and   

http://hyg.ipm.illinois.edu/pastpest/200612e.html  

 

 

 An interesting find….ash flower gall 

http://www.extension.umn.edu/distribution/horticulture/dg1009.html
http://hyg.ipm.illinois.edu/pastpest/200612e.html


The hints were...        

1. Use MADHorse as a guide.  This stands for maple, ash, dogwood and horse chestnut and helps us      

    remember which trees have alternate branching. 

 
2. If the Asian longhorned beetle were to visit Richmond, we could loose many trees of this genus.  

    Maple is said to be a favorite of the Asian longhorned beetle.   Richmond has lots of maples.  

Acer rubrum tidbits: 

Native to and widespread in the most of eastern North America 

Can probably thrive on a wider range of soil types, textures, moisture, pH, and elevation than most other forest species in 

North America  

Roots of maple seedlings are capable of developing differently in response to various environments.  This characteristic root 

system adaptability is maintained as the trees grow older.  (Probably why they adapt to many different environments.) 

One of the first trees to flower in the spring 

The native Acer species are important trees from the birds point of view since the group is known to support 285 species of 

moth and butterfly caterpillar, including the beautiful IO moth below.  Caterpillars are the 

primary food source for baby birds.  (Non-native plants do not support nearly as many in-

sect species as native plants and, therefore, do not make significant contributions to the 

ecosystem.)  

Tree and larvae—Robert Anderson: USDA Forest Service / Moth—Jessica Lawrence : Eurofins Agroscience Services  

Flowers  - Paul Wray: Iowa State University    All photos from Bugwood.org  

 Tree ID 

 
 

Hints: 
 

1. Small tree of the eastern US and some 
of the Midwest.  Some members of the 
genus are native to this country. 

2. Has thorns and red / orange  berries 
that persist in winter. 

3. “Washington” is a variety  often avail-
able at nurseries.  

 

The answer will be in the next newsletter. 

 
  Acer rubrum (red maple)  - Answer to the January Tree ID                                                    

http://www.forestryimages.org/browse/autimages.cfm?aut=56714
http://www.forestryimages.org/stats/statsorg.cfm?org=Eurofins%20Agroscience%20Services
http://www.forestryimages.org/browse/autimages.cfm?aut=1737
http://www.forestryimages.org/stats/statsorg.cfm?org=Iowa%20State%20University


Forcing Branches to Bloom Early Indoors: 

How to Trick Tree Branches into Thinking It’s Spring 
 

By author Chris McLaughlin on www.suite101.com 

 

Indoor flowers are a welcome sight when winter is at its darkest. Most people have heard of forcing bulbs in the 

cold months but forget about the spring-blooming tree branches that are just as easy to use. Like magic, the dor-

mant buds on branches are awakened in our warm and humid homes. 

 

Time to Cut 

When the buds begin to swell inside the scales, it’s time to cut the branches for forcing. The limbs at the top of 

the plant will flower the best. They have the most flower buds to begin with, plus the buds are closely spaced, 

making the blossoms fuller on the branches. 

 

Two Methods of Forcing 

The Cold Method 

Cut branches from tree at a sharp angle. 

Place the branches into a pail of cold water in a garage or other cold room for two days. 

Fill clean vases with cool water, re-cut branches and arrange in vase full of fresh water. 

Bring bouquet indoors to enjoy. 

 

The Warm Method 

Place cut branches in bath temperature water ( 90 – 110 degrees). 

Wrap branches and container in sheets of plastic. 

Set in a warm room overnight. 

Re-cut and arrange in clean vase of fresh water. 

 

With either method, before using any container to force, wash it well and add a little chlorine bleach in the final 

rinse. The water levels in the arrangements need to be watched, as well. The branches lose water as they develop 

and water will need to be added a couple of times a week. If the water and vase are kept very clean, flower-

keeping chemicals are not necessary. 

  

Of course, the third way to force branches is simply to stick them in water, and in a sunny place. They will even-

tually bloom, but the other methods give you some control of the time frame. 

 

The Plant List 

Below is a list of flowering trees that work well for forcing. From bud stage to bloom depends on when you cut 

them from the plant, so included is an approximate time table that make it possible to have blooming branches 

from late winter to mid spring. 

Flowering Plum– Cut in late January, forcing time is 3-4 weeks, blooms last 10 days. 

Flowering Peach– Cut in late January, forcing time is 4-5 weeks, blooms last 7 days. 

Flowering Cherry– Cut in January to mid-March, forcing time is 2-4 weeks, blooms last 7-14 days. 

Flowering Pear– Cut in late January to mid-March, forcing time is 2-5 weeks, blooms last 7-14 days. 

Japanese Quince, Flowering Quince– Cut in February to mid-March, forcing time is 2-5 weeks, blooms last 4-7 

days. 

Dogwood– Cut in mid-March, forcing time is 2-4 weeks, blooms last 7-10 days. 

Apple, Crabapple - Cut in mid-March, forcing time is 2-3 weeks, blooms last about 7 days. 

 

Note. Ms. McLaughlin lives in San Francisco, which may have slightly different time frames. 
 

Thanks to Laura Cameron for this contribution. 

  Bring  Spring Indoors now…. 

http://www.suite101.com/profile.cfm/baychris


 
Thousand Cankers Disease (TCD)  is a lethal disease thought to be limited to the western states but was 

confirmed in August in a stand of walnut trees in Knoxville , TN.   Since August, eastern states have 

been gearing up for surveys.  Cindy Hubbard, VDACS* inspector, will be working to set up several sen-

tinel plots for monitoring.   If anyone has 2 or more walnut trees on their property and would be inter-

ested in VDACS monitoring their trees for Thousand Canker Disease (TCD)  you may contact Cindy 

Hubbaard at Cindy.Hubbard@vdacs.virginia.gov .  Although there are only a few tree stewards who have 

a property with lots of trees, some of you may know other folks do.  And TCD is another good reason to 

know where your firewood comes from. 

 
For more information on TCD see  http://www.ext.colostate.edu/pubs/insect/0812_alert.pdf               

  

 

   Thousand Cankers Disease  

 

A visit to the Casey Trees website to learn about restoration of the American elm  

in Washington, D.C.            http://www.caseytrees.org/planting/elm-restoration/index.php  
 

 

Contributions should be sent to slyon10@yahoo.com  by the end of each month. 
 

“Travels with Trees” ………pictures or stories about trees seen on your vacation 

“May We Recommend”…..tree related books or websites that might interest others 

“ART Gallery”………………..good quality photos of  Awesome Richmond Trees   

“ID this Tree”………………...provide photo of leaf, bark, and perhaps a hint (and the answer, of course) 

“Out on a Limb”...…………..for the writers among us who want to express themselves! 

 

Also, send ideas for a catchy title for our publication.    

All suggestions received by the end of February will be considered. 

  May we recommend... 

  Contributions to the newsletter 

http://www.ext.colostate.edu/pubs/insect/0812_alert.pdf
http://www.caseytrees.org/planting/elm-restoration/index.php


 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                              

     Special Trees 

Richmond Tree Stewards  
 
The mission of Richmond’s trained, volunteer Tree Stewards is to promote and improve 

the health of city trees to assure the city’s forest will survive and thrive. This is accom-

plished by increasing public awareness through community education, planning and planting 

for the future, and providing maintenance and care for young trees on streets and in 

parks.  Tree Stewards work closely with Urban Forestry and with other organizations in-

terested in the health of our community forest. 

 

Visit our website at richmondtreestewards.wordpress.com 

Contact us at richmond_treesap@yahoo.com 

This huge, old white oak is in Crooked Branch Ravine on                   

the city’s southside. The tree was nominated as a  

“Remarkable Tree of Virginia”  by steward Robin Ruth; 

the picture above is the one submitted with the nomi-

nation and is on the Remarkable Trees site.  This tree  

is rescued from English ivy on a regular basis; the picture at right is an ivy removal 

project in March 2010 that included this tree and the surrounding area.  If you know 

of any “special needs trees”, consider proposing a project to protect them.  Think of 

this as another form of Adopt a Tree!                                                            


