
 English ivy is present in all parks and 

most natural areas in the city of Rich-

mond and is spreading rapidly in some 

areas, including James River Park.   

 You are usually not more than a few 

blocks away from this plant  - it is ram-

pant.   

 It will take the efforts of many to begin 

to control the spread of English ivy.  

That effort can start in your yard. 

 Please do not allow ivy to grow on 

trees.  

 English ivy is just one of many invasive 

plant species that are destroying im-

portant habitat in developed areas; as 

diversity declines, the complex ecosys-

tem unravels.  

 Learn to identity non-native invasive 

plants and remove them from your 

property.   

 When selecting plant species for your 

property, choose those that are native 

to this area.      

 

Practice De-Vine Intervention 

Remove English Ivy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For more information about trees,  

tree care and our work, visit 

richmondtreestewards.org 

 

English Ivy 
A threat to  trees and  

local  ecosystems 

For more  information...  

 

Ivy removal 

http://www.ivyout.org/ivyremove.html 
 

http://www.nps.gov/plants/alien/fact/

hehe1.htm 
 

http://ivyoutofrichmond.org/ 

 

Alternatives to English Ivy 

http://vnps.org/download/VNPS%

20Brochures/Alternatives-to-English-

Ivy.pdf 

http://www.ivyout.org/ivyremove.html
http://www.nps.gov/plants/alien/fact/hehe1.htm
http://www.nps.gov/plants/alien/fact/hehe1.htm


The problem with English ivy  

English ivy, Hedera helix, is a threat to trees, but it is a greater threat to the local ecosystem.   This plant 

and other non-native, invasive species are a significant problem in  parks and natural areas in all parts of 

Richmond.  While it may be appropriate in private landscapes if kept under control, ivy is very destructive 

in areas where you want native trees, shrubs, and other plants.  

In natural areas English ivy covers the ground and becomes a monoculture that replaces smaller native 

plants.   Other plants cannot reproduce in these ivy deserts; new trees or shrubs are unlikely to survive, 

and natural succession is disrupted.  If ivy is left unchecked, the number and variety of native plants will 

decline over time,  fewer animal species are supported and the once complex ecosystem unravels.  

Though some of our beautiful song birds feed on ivy berries, they need insects to raise their young and 

these are provided only with a variety of native plants.  Imagine your favorite park as a sea of ivy without 

native trees such as redbud, flowers, few birds, few butterflies, and only the remnants of large old trees 

burdened by ivy.  

English ivy also has a significant negative impact on trees. When ivy encounters a vertical surface, small 

“rootlets” sprout from the leaf node and attach to the tree, wall, post, etc. The vine does not strangle the 

tree and the roots do not penetrate the bark, but the ivy does compete with the tree for water and nutri-

ents, and heavy infestations weaken a tree.  Trees with large amounts of ivy are more likely to fall or lose 

large branches during storms since the ivy adds weight and the leaves catch the wind.   Snow or ice is 

even more hazardous since accumulation on the evergreen ivy leaves adds even more weight to the tree, 

increasing the chance of failure.   

English ivy has two distinct phases – juvenile and adult.  The juvenile form grows on the ground; as long 

as growth continues horizontally, the plant stays in this form.  The adult form which will produce flower, 

fruit and seed, occurs only after the plant has grown up some vertical surface; this is often a tree.  At this 

point the vine “uses” the tree to complete its life cycle, and birds will eat the fruit and then  spread the 

seed to other locations. 

English ivy should not be allowed to grow 

on trees both for the good of the tree and 

to prevent spread to other locations.   
 

Please do not plant English ivy. 
 

If possible, do not allow this plant to grow 

on your property at all. 

The Ivy Cycle 

Learn to identify ivy seedlings.  
Remove them immediately.  


