
 

 

Another Great Year for Tree Stewards  
 

 

2012 has been the busiest and  most productive year since our organiza-
tion was formed.    In addition to continued street tree pruning and 
community education, we have added a number of “firsts”  to our list of  
accomplishments.  These include...  
 

Other items of note... 
 

What’s next? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
2013 Classes   
 
Christmas Trees—
Another  Way To 
Spread Pests 
 
Getting to the  
Root of the Matter  
    
A self learning  
educational  
opportunity 
 
Eastern Red Cedar 
 
Ponder This One 
 
Bare Root 
 
 

Tree planting is always 
a utopian enterprise, it 
seems to me, a wager 
on a future the planter 
doesn't necessarily ex-
pect to witness. 
 
Michael Pollan,  
Second Nature:  
A Gardener's Education 

Newsletter 
December  2012  

 

 

Stop Sign pruning in the Fan to help ensure that stop signs are visible 
to drivers.  
 

Completing a tree inventory of Battery Park and presenting the results 
to Friends of Battery Park for future planning.  
 

Our first large scale watering effort, led by Louise Seals.  Approxi-
mately 200 newly planted trees in Byrd Park, Forest Hill Park and 
Gillies Creek Park were watered every two weeks from late May 
through September, unless we were lucky enough to get an inch of 
rain!      
  

A planting project in Chimborazo Park that put approximately 200 
trees in the ground.  This project was conceived, planned and led by 
Stewards Jan Thomas and Heather Holub,  supported by the Alliance 
for the Chesapeake Bay, largely funded by Altria and accomplished 
with the assistance of other volunteer groups. 

More pruning projects in neighborhoods where we have not been ac-
tive before.  
 

An increased number of requests for assistance for pruning, planting 
and education.  This is evidence that we are becoming better known in 
the community  
 

2574 volunteer hours have been reported by the end of November.   
That’s a significant increase over the 1650 hours recorded for 2011!   
 

All of this was accomplished because more that 60 individual stewards 
and students contributed their time and talents for the trees in Rich-
mond.  We will all be rewarded by the benefits healthy trees provide!   

First, give yourselves a pat on the back for a job very well done! 
Next,  find your pruning tools  -  be sure they are sharp and ready 
for winter pruning.  And then mark your calendars for Tree Stew-
ards classes on Tuesdays  - see page 3 for more information.    

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/2121.Michael_Pollan
http://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/834609
http://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/834609


 

 

Chimborazo Park—November 11, 2012 

 



 

 
Your Tree Steward Advisory Panel (better known as TreeSAP) is proud to offer another series of 
classes  in 2013.   The purpose, of course, is training a new group of stewards to join us,   but we think 
you will be interested in attending some of these classes as well.  Just check out this list of great 
speakers and interesting topics… 
 
New speakers   

 Dr. Eric Wiseman, Virginia Tech associate professor of forestry  

 David Seward, J. Sargeant Reynolds College horticulture program head  

 Karen Townsend, member Richmond Urban Forestry Commission 
 
Old favorites will return 

 Joe Murray 

 Mike Mather 

 Peter Girardi 
 
Interesting topics 
 

 One evening you can get the dirt on soils and learn the relationship between  trees and water 
quality   

 Another evening will feature the differing perspectives of the arborist versus the landscape archi-
tect and how they resolve right tree / right place issues.  

 And if you need a pruning or tree care review or want to get the latest news on tree pathology, 
we have that too.  

 
 

See the complete list of speakers, topics and dates at CLASS SCHEDULE. 
 

Classes are free to Tree Stewards.  
 

Please sign up for the classes you are interested in at Sign-up Genius. 
 

IMPORTANT NOTICE !  
Not all classes are at the Round House —locations are noted on the schedule. 

 
 

Tree Steward Classes 

 

AND REMEMBER… 
 

To maintain certification, Tree Stewards should have at least 5 hours of continuing edu-
cation.   Attending three classes will complete your education requirements for  2013.  

 

http://richmondtreestewards.files.wordpress.com/2011/07/2013-classes.pdf


 

 

Tree Stewards are now well aware of  the possibility of spreading pests when buying 
firewood, but what about that live Christmas tree?    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Recommendations from Don’t Move Firewood include   
 

  Buy local   -  looking for the Virginia’s Finest label could be helpful     

  Dispose of your tree by participating in a community recycling program that shreds trees  or 
 take to a solid waste facility.   Any pests present are much less likely to spread! 

  
Get more information and the 12 Tips of Christmas at   DON’T MOVE FIREWOOD 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Another way to spread pests— 
Christmas Trees  

From the October 2012 First Detector Network Newsletter ... 

In anticipation of this upcoming holiday season, we would like to remind you that inva-
sive pests can arrive on a variety of plants and plant products, many of which you may 
not have previously considered.  For example, in the United States alone, people pur-
chased 27 million Christmas trees in 2010 with a total retail value of $976 million. Spe-
cies that are used as Christmas trees include spruces (such as Colorado blue and white) 
and various species of fir (such as Balsam, Fraser, Douglas, and Noble). The states that 
have the most Christmas tree harvests include Oregon and North Carolina.  

Movement of trees from these states and others to the local garden center near your 
house can allow for invasive pests and diseases to disperse to different areas of the 
country quite easily. It is important to be on the look out for invasive species that might 
have hitched a ride on your tree.    

 

With this in mind, if  you get a holiday tree this  year, be sure to give it a good once over 
when  you pick it out.  If  you see something odd or unusual, be sure to report it.  Unfor-
tunately,  invasive pests do not take a holiday.  

Click here to read the entire article  

http://www.dontmovefirewood.org/HolidayGreenery
http://www.sepdn.org/webfm_send/288


 

When a tree is not healthy the reason is often not obvious because it’s underground.   Production and nurs-
ery practices, improper planting, or site conditions could all  play a role, alone or in combination,  that lead to 
girdling roots, deep structural roots or other problems.   The link below provides a detailed  picture of how 
these factors affect trees and why one tree we plant may thrive while another lives only a short time.    

DEEP TREE  ROOTS 
 

Another article, by the late Bonnie Appleton, gives us a very interesting history of the nursery industry plus a 
look at bare root planting methods.    Bare rooting nursery trees prior to planting is not new, but is now being 
explored as a possible option for preventing root problems.    Advantages and disadvantages are presented in 
list format, making this a quick read and a good reference.  And don’t be intimidated by the article’s length - 
14 pages; there are two pages of references and 6 pages of pictures.     

BARE ROOT TO BARE ROOT—COMING FULL CIRCLE 

 

 

This maple tree near Forest Hill Avenue 
has a serious case of girdling roots.   

The tree seems healthy now, but one 
must wonder how long that will last.  

                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                     

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

                                                                                                                                                                                                    Photo by Suzette Lyon                                                                                                                                                                                 

Getting to the root of the matter... 

Educational opportunity: 

Read all the information at  

DEEP TREE ROOTS and the article BARE ROOT TO BARE ROOT—COMING FULL CIRCLE. 

When your done it’s a sure thing that you will have learned something about nursery industry history and 
practices, what happens to our trees before we plant then and how we can improve survival by paying 
careful attention to roots.    

You may then claim one hour of continuing education. Simply go to the volunteer hours page of our web-
site and complete for form at the bottom of the page.  Enter “Education” in the  project field and “Getting 
to the root of the matter” in the additional info field. 

http://www.mortonarb.org/deeptreeroots/index.html
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/dnr/BareRootToBareRootAppletonProceedingsPaper_292993_7.pdf
http://richmondtreestewards.wordpress.com/volunteer-hours/


 

 

Plants for the Watershed—from the Reedy Creek Coalition website... 
 

Proper landscaping can reduce erosion and therefore the amount of sediment and other pol-
lutants entering our streams. Many plants will reduce erosion, but the plant species you 
choose can determine whether or not the local ecosystem is supported as well.  In a nutshell, 
native plants provide support; non-natives don’t.  May we recommend… 
 

EASTERN RED CEDAR, Juniperus virginiana 
 

Many people think of eastern red cedar as a tree of old fields or a trash tree; you may have 

even removed one that appeared in your yard.   If you do find this plant on your property, 

please consider keeping it.   This drought tolerant tree grows best in sun and it grows slowly; 

you can expect a tree to be about 25 feet tall in 20 years.   When healthy, this juniper can live 

to be quite old and, during that time,  will stabilize the soil with a  shallow, spreading root sys-

tem,  provide benefits to many of our urban critters  and provide us with beautiful greenery 

during the holidays. 
 

 

 

Eastern red cedar is the host plant for the juniper hairstreak 
(Callophrys gryneus).  Though most of us have never even heard of 
this little butterfly, let alone seen it, it has been spotted in the Rich-
mond area.    

 

The dense evergreen foliage provides valuable winter shelter for 
birds and safe roosting sites as well.  It’s a favorite nesting site for 
Cooper’s hawks, some warblers and many other birds. 

 

The plant is dioecious;  plants are either male or  female.  The fruit 
of the female plants is a high carb/high fat food that sustains many 
birds during the winter months. 

 

More than 50 bird species are  known to consume the berries. The 
beautiful cedar waxwing gets its common name from the eastern 
red cedar;  the berries are one of this bird’s favorite foods. 

 

 
                                                                                                                                            Continued next page 

Eastern Red Cedar 



 

 
Tree canopy is a critical factor for watershed health and you can do your part to improve wa-
ter quality just by planting trees.  Late fall and early winter is the perfect time to do this.   
When choosing a tree,  be sure to consider the size of the tree when mature - it will need to fit 
the space you have in mind. 
 
If Eastern red cedar is not the tree for you, there are many others to choose from.  Visit the 
Native Plant Center where you can narrow your plant search by plant type, site conditions, 
etc.  All plants on this site are native species and recommended for the Chesapeake Bay re-
gion.  These are plants with a purpose! 
 

 
All photos from Flicker Creative Commons 
Photo credits:  hairstreak butterfly – motleypixel 
     junper berries - dmott9  
   cedar waxwing - chefranden  
 

 

The piece below is from The Garden Professors blog and was posted by Linda Chalker-Scott. 
  
A few weeks ago the Seattle Times ran a story about a tree whose existence is straining a long-term 
neighborly relationship. The feud's between former Mariners first baseman John Olerud and his 
neighbor Bruce Baker, both of whom live in the Clyde Hill area (a bit north of Bill Gates' place in Me-
dina). Baker owns a Chinese pine (red or white, I'm not sure, but I'm guessing red based on the pho-
tos) which interferes with Olerud's view of Lake Washington and the Seattle skyline.  You can read the 
entire story on the link above, but I’m particularly interested in the following points from the article: 

 "The tree, with a 2-foot-thick trunk, was there long before the Oleruds built their home." 

 Baker "wasn't willing to cut down a tree that his arborist called very rare and valued at $18,000." 

 Clyde Hill is "one of the first in the nation to adopt a process for condemning trees that block too 

much of neighbors' sunlight or scenic views." 

 "You guys saw the trees," Olerud said at the board hearing. "They're not attractive trees. I would 

say they're the kind of tree that only an arborist would love." 

 

What would YOU do if you were on the board making this decision?   

Be sure to do your homework and read the entire article before deciding.   

Then Click here to view the blog and see what others said 

Eastern Red Cedar—continued 

Ponder this one…. 

http://www.nativeplantcenter.net/
http://seattletimes.com/html/localnews/2019112255_olerud10m.html
https://sharepoint.cahnrs.wsu.edu/blogs/urbanhort/archive/2012/09/25/point-of-view-tree-fouls-out.aspx


 

 

Be careful what you say.  On more than one occasion there have been confusing conversations between tree 
stewards when the term “bare root” was used.  There are two different meanings for bare root … 

 BARE ROOT SEEDLING—These are the small trees that come packed in a box, usually from the Depart-
ment of Forestry.   This option is good for planting lots of trees at minimal cost; the task of planting  goes 
quickly. This type of planting is best in areas where there’s not much “people traffic”.  These small trees may 
adapt better to site conditions  and situation where they won’t get much care  and so this is  an option for 
situations where summer watering is difficult.  And the low cost allows for planting enough trees to cover 
some loss and still have a successful planting.  These trees are often protected in tree tubes for the first few 
years.  
 
 BARE ROOT TREE—These are container  grown, B&B, or field grown trees that have the soil removed 
from their roots prior to planting.  Some nurseries offer trees already bare rooted or the roots can be washed 
at the planting site.  You can read more about this method at the websites on page 5. 
 
 
Now imagine the confusion when one steward was talking about the considerable time needed to a plant 
bare root tree (this included root washing) while the other steward was thinking of putting a bare root seed-
ling in the ground! 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

Bare Root—What does that really mean? 

Richmond Tree Stewards  
 

The mission of Richmond’s trained, volunteer Tree Stewards is to promote and improve the health of city 

trees to assure the city’s forest will survive and thrive. This is accomplished by increasing public aware-

ness through community education, planning and planting for the future, and providing maintenance and 

care for young trees on streets and in parks.  Tree Stewards work closely with Urban Forestry and with 

other organizations interested in the health of our community forest. 

 

Visit our website at richmondtreestewards.wordpress.com 

Comment from a teenager at the recent Owl Orchard tree planting…  
   
                         “I'd rather be doing this than sitting at home on the couch.” 


