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2012 Classes Offer 3 New Sessions, Some New Faces 
                                                                                                             By Louise Seals 
 
You already know the 2012 Tree Steward training course will kick off Jan. 10 
with an eye-opening safety lecture by Jan Thomas, a safety consultant and a 
TreeSAP member.  Then the Bartlett arborists will present pruning basics. 
 

 Three other sessions will also offer some new content. 
  
On Jan, 31, the topic is “Soils and Water.” Andy Mason, Arborscapes arborist, 
will discuss soils and tree water needs, and Bill Shanabruch, Virginia Depart-
ment of Environmental Quality, will present the big picture on watersheds. 
 
“Tree Selection and Siting” on Feb. 21 will feature Mark Bennett, Davey arbor-
ist, and Stacey Hurt Farinholt,  landscape architect, discussing right tree, right 
place and their sometimes different perspectives about it. 
 

The next-to-last session on March 13 will bring back Dr. Joe Murray, Blue Ridge 
Community College professor, for a thought-provoking  “trees and people” lec-
ture that includes hard-won wisdom about trees.  

 

Also… 
 

An instructor new to Tree Stewards, Peggy Singlemann, the horticulture direc-
tor of Maymont, will teach the two tree biology classes, on Jan 17 and Jan 24. 

 
And a familiar face returns in a new role: Norm Brown will lead the Feb. 28 lec-
ture on “Planting and Tree Care.” 
 

Active Tree Stewards should have 5 education hours each year.  By attending 
some of these classes you can easily reach that goal.  We will send a reminder 
each week about the next topic and presenter, and you’ll find the full schedule 
on the Classes tab of our Web site.   Please register if you plan to attend most 
classes so that we will know how many people to expect.  

We hope you will join us. 



 

“The time has come for science to busy itself with the earth itself.  
The first step is to reconstruct a sample of what we had to start with.  

That in a nutshell is the Arboretum.”    
  

Aldo Leopold The Arboretum and the University (1934)  

 

Join us for... 
 

Saturday   January 7     9 am 

Sunday     January 8     1 pm 

Saturday   January 14   9 am 

Sunday     January 15   1 pm 
 

 

Tree stewards will be pruning several areas in the Fan.  The first session on January 7th will 

include developmental pruning lessons with arborist, Mike Mather.   Meeting locations will 

be announced later.   

 

Please plan now to attend one of these winter pruning projects.  If every steward attended 

just one project, we could easily complete the pruning in the chosen areas, improving both 

the health of the trees and the appearance of the neighborhood.   

____________________________________________________________________ 

 

The next TreeSAP meeting is on December 15, 6:30 pm at Retreat Hospital. 

____________________________________________________________________  

 

Stewards may be interested in the Winter Symposium and CVNLA Short Course: Treading 

Lightly on the Land.   Lewis Ginter Botanical Garden, Feb 8 & 9,  Register now at    
 

http://www.lewisginter.org/adult-education/documents/WinterSymposium2011websitepromo2nd.pdf  
____________________________________________________________________ 

 
There are 20 people signed up for 2012 Tree Steward Classes which begin on January 10. 

 Please help us fill 10 more spaces….tell your friends and neighbors, post a flyer (available 

on the website)  or e-mail your civic organization.   

____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pruning ExtravaFANza 

http://www.lewisginter.org/adult-education/documents/WinterSymposium2011websitepromo2nd.pdf


 
Christmas tree farming is a major agricultural industry in Virginia with more than a million trees harvested 
and sold annually from hundreds of farms throughout the state.  Virginia ’s Christmas tree industry is a 
participant in the Virginia’s Finest trademark program. Growers whose trees meet standards set by the 
industry and approved by the Virginia Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services (VDACS). Look 
for Virginia ’s Finest trees this holiday season.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Interesting Facts: 
 
 Christmas trees can be grown economically on small acreages. 
 The average farm in Virginia is about 15 acres in size, with farms larger than 30 acres uncommon.  
 It takes six to 12 years to grow a marketable Christmas tree.  
 Christmas trees can be produced on land only marginally productive for agriculture.    
 Christmas trees require less ground cover disturbance than that needed with many agricultural crops; 

ground vegetation is controlled, not removed, and little bare ground is exposed.  This vegetation 
helps prevent the erosion that commonly occurs with agricultural crops. Cover disturbance can be 
greater than with timber production and properly grazed pastureland, however.  

 Herbicide application is commonly used to control weeds and some mowing is required between 
rows. 

 Insecticides and fungicides are sometimes necessary. 
 Beginning about the third year after planting, trees must be sheared each year. Shearing consists of 

cutting branches to give the tree a desirable "upside-down cone" shape.  
 Improper shearing is the primary cause of non-merchantable trees and abandoned plantations. Con-

sequently, it is critical to learn proper shearing techniques.  
  Once the trees are 3 feet tall, proper shearing requires considerable manpower.  
 When shearing starts, landowners often wish they had planted fewer trees.   

 

This information comes from Virginia Cooperative Extension Service   
 http://pubs.ext.vt.edu/420/420-080/420-080.html  

Buying a Tree for the Holidays?  Buy Local—Look for Virginia’s Finest 

http://pubs.ext.vt.edu/420/420-080/420-080.html


How Can Riding a Bike Help Street Trees? 
                                                                                                      By Louise Seals 

 
We don’t know when this bicycle road tour might be back in Richmond, but the work Tour des Trees 

supports is dear to our hearts: research and education about arboriculture and urban forestry issues. 
 
 

The riders are generally tree industry professionals who raise money to participate. By the week before 
Thanksgiving, more than $460,000 had been raised, the most ever but just short of the goal of $500,000.  
The tour is a major fund-raiser for the TREE Fund (treefund.org), which describes its mission as offering: 

 Scholarships for aspiring arborists 
 Funding for scientific research into critical urban tree care issues 
 Funding for arboriculture education programs in schools 
 Leadership and resources for workforce development programs 
 

Ten Tree Stewards joined local arborists to welcome the riders of the Stihl Tour des Trees and watch as 
they planted an offspring of the historic Lee Oak at Capitol Square on Oct. 4.  Joel Koci of Arborcare, a mem-
ber of the city Urban Forestry Commission, was the local organizer for the tour. He asked us to help hand 
out refreshments to the riders who had just cycled 85 miles from 
Williamsburg. 

 
We won’t get that call again soon because the 2012 Tour des 

Trees will be in Oregon in August, which is a shame because the 
more we learned about the tour and its riders, the more we liked 
the event and the people associated with it. 

 
  

Robin Ruth: I was impressed that so many of the riders were certi-
fied arborists. 
 

Christina Woodson: A Canadian rider said that perhaps 80% of the riders are involved professionally in some 
aspect of the forestry industry and that, in his opinion, the industry needed to adopt a more serious ap-
proach towards environmental issues.  
 
 

Cindi Mashburn talked with Helen Steussy, who has biked in 30 states and plans to bike all 50, and with the 
woman who's helping her: Check out Helen’s blog at www.TheFlightContinues.blogspot.com.    Lots of great 
pictures of the Tour des Trees in Virginia Beach and Williamsburg. 
 
 

Dave McMahon: A woman who was waiting for her husband to arrive said he started riding with the group 
when he was 70, and he is 78 now! 
 
 

Tom Layman: It so nice to see a group like this having a great time along with promoting an important 
cause. 
 
 

The other tree stewards helping were John Caldwell, Judi Ellis, Ann Dannhausen, Jo Lee Kenney and Louise 
Seals. 
 

http://www.theflightcontinues.blogspot.com/


 

Excellent video about redwoods on the National Geographic Channel.   

http://video.nationalgeographic.com/video/player/national-geographic-channel/full-episodes/

explorer/ngc-climbing-redwood-giants.html  

 

UVA  Students Start Petition to Save Rotunda Magnolias 

 http://beta.local.yahoo.com/news-students-start-petition-save-rotunda-magnolias 

 

Leaky Gas Lines….A Problem for Trees? 

http://www.npr.org/2011/11/21/142504812/bostons-leaky-gas-lines-may-be-tough-on-the-trees 

 

 

One tree, one tree pest and one tree disease on the list of twelve invasive species of high con-

cern in Virginia. 
 

http://www.dcr.virginia.gov/natural _heritage/vaisc/documents/VISWG-Invasives-Brochure.pdf 

 

                                                                   

Congratulations! 

Tree News and Entertainment 

Best Neighborhood Design 
                                                                                                    
Holton Learning Garden                          

 

 

The Learning Garden at Linwood  

Holton Elementary School has won a 

Golden Hammer Award.  This is pro-

ject of the Linwood Holton PTA Garden 

Committee; one of the leaders has been 

Ellen Shepard, who many of you may 

know  from the 2011 Tree Steward Class. 

 

Congratulations Ellen and thanks to Norm 

Brown and all the tree stewards who have 

assisted with tree planting at the school.                                                                             

http://video.nationalgeographic.com/video/player/national-geographic-channel/full-episodes/explorer/ngc-climbing-redwood-giants.html
http://video.nationalgeographic.com/video/player/national-geographic-channel/full-episodes/explorer/ngc-climbing-redwood-giants.html
http://beta.local.yahoo.com/news-students-start-petition-save-rotunda-magnolias
http://www.npr.org/2011/11/21/142504812/bostons-leaky-gas-lines-may-be-tough-on-the-trees
http://www.dcr.virginia.gov/natural_heritage/vaisc/documents/VISWG-Invasives-Brochure.pdf


 

 

No, not yet anyway.  But if you saw the ash trees pictured below you might wonder. 

Suzette Lyon and Cindi Mashburn did when they noticed  holes all over four ash trees on 

Forest Hill Avenue.  After an E-mail with Cindi’s pictures to arborist Luke McCall we got the 

answer... this is likely the lilac ash borer, not EAB.   The lilac ash borer, a moth, lays eggs on 

ash or lilac; the larvae feed under the bark, damaging the tree.  These holes are not dis-

tinctly D-shaped as are the holes made by the emerald ash borer and are larger than EAB 

holes.  The damage under the bark does not look the same either.  Still, it was good to re-

port this to Luke just to be sure.  Taking note of possible problems and reporting them is 

just one way that tree stewards can help protect and care for our trees.   

 

                                                

 

 

 

    

These EAB holes are distinctly D– shaped.  Some of the 

holes on the Forest Hill Ave. trees above were D-shaped if 

you used your imagination!  Most were round.                                                                                                                           
 

Photo Credit—Bugwood.org  Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and 

Natural Resources - Forestry Archive                                                                                                                                 

EAB in Richmond ? 

Damage under the bark 

does not look like the  

damage made by EAB. 

http://www.forestryimages.org/browse/autimages.cfm?aut=38318
http://www.forestryimages.org/browse/autimages.cfm?aut=38318


  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                 
 

 

Test your Oak ID skills... 
 

 








Oak ID continued...Answers are on the last page. 

  

 

 



 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Oak ID Answers  
 
 

 

 

Note:  Members of the white oak group have rounded lobes.  

           Members of the red oak group have pointed lobes with bristles at the tip. 

1 

Saw tooth oak 

 

 Quercus  

 acutissima  

This species from Asia is now naturalized in many areas of the United States.  

Brought to this country for wildlife food.  Generally pest and disease free and 

may grow faster than other oak species.   May retain leaves over winter.   

2 

Pin oak 

 Quercus  

 Palustris 

Native to eastern and mid-western United States.  

Has been introduced and is wide spread in some parts of Australia!   

3 

White oak 

 Quercus  

 alba 

Not an especially tall tree, but massive and long lived;. 

Some have been know n to live up to 600 years.  

4 

Chinkapin oak 

 Quercus         

 muehlenbergii 

 

Acorns are among the sweetest of any oak, They taste good even when  raw, 

and are an excellent source of food for both wildlife and people.  

5 

Willow oak 

 Quercus  

 phellos 

This member of the red oak group is easily distinguished from other oaks by  

it ’ s  willow like leaves which are entire.; the leaf has a bristle on the tip.   

6 

Northern red oak 

 Quercus  

 rubra 

Leaf lobes are less deeply cut than some other oaks.  

7 

Chesnut oak 

 Quercus  

 prinus 

The chestnut oak is readily identified by its massively-ridged gray bark, the 

thickest of any eastern North American oak.  Looks like the back of an alligator.  

Leaves are virtually identical to swamp chestnut oak. 

8 

Post oak 

 Quercus   

 stellata 

Leaves have five lobes, the middle one being distinctly square.   Very drought 

tolerant.  Mature trees are very sensitive to soil disturbance, soil compaction, & 

drainage changes and can be easily damaged or killed by nearby construction.  

Richmond Tree Stewards  
 

The mission of Richmond’s trained, volunteer Tree Stewards is to promote and improve the health 

of city trees to assure the city’s forest will survive and thrive. This is accomplished by increasing pub-

lic awareness through community education, planning and planting for the future, and providing mainte-

nance and care for young trees on streets and in parks.  Tree Stewards work closely with Urban For-

estry and with other organizations interested in the health of our community forest. 

 

Visit our website at richmondtreestewards.wordpress.com 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bark
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/North_America

