
 

 

 

 

Our organization has purchased two weed 

wrenches to be used for removing invasive spe-

cies.  Here is a report from Steward George 

Stewart about the progress at Chimborazo... 

The mother of all Ailanthus root stumps has 

fallen.  Our troops cut this tap root down to size 

(or at least beneath the ground) by enlarging 

the hole around it and taking our trusty pole saw 

to it.   

Along other areas of the front in our continued 

battle against the Ailanthus, the “Weed 

Wrench” has proved a formidable weapon 

against these ‘Trees of Heaven’ – especially in 

the current saturated soil conditions.  
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Ailanthus 

Introduced by a Pennsylvania gardener in 

1748, made available commercially by 1840, 

and now growing in a yard near you!   Learn 

to recognize Ailanthus and look for seed-

lings in alleys, tree wells, sidewalks, almost 

anywhere! Pull them while they are young.     

         

Ever heard of Oak Tree Hoppers ?? An interesting bug that’s 

right here in Richmond.   Click the pic and listen to learn more.         

Great things are happening at Chimborazo.   

Come lend a hand.  Work days are the first Sunday of every month.   

Get details at Sign Up Genius 

This past Sunday Tree Stewards were at Forest Hill’s Sunday in the Park  where we talked 

trees with about 60 people.  One question was how to get rid of inch worms.  We were not ex-

actly prepared for that question, but this is how our conversation evolved… 

 You can’t get rid of inch worms. 

 We don’t recommend spraying insecticides.  They can be harmful to many creatures.  

 Inch worms make really good bird food;  lots of inch worms mean more baby birds will fledge.   And 

so, since these somewhat disgusting critters are part of the web of life, we should just let them be.  

Healthy trees will usually recover nicely even from a heavy infestation.  

 However, if the worms are hanging like a curtain just outside your door or over your deck, try duct 

tape, sticky side out, around the trunk of the tree.  Leave the trees out back to the worms & birds.   
 

We all know duct tape is fixes lots of things, but how does it reduce the inch worm problem ? 

Inch worm eggs are laid on small tree branches so that the larvae will have easy access to the 

leaves when they hatch.  They eat ‘til full, then lower themselves to the ground and burrow in.   

Later, the adults emerge from the leaf litter.  The female, being wingless,  cannot fly and so 

she must climb the tree to lay her eggs.  If she encounters duct tape or some other sticky sub-

stance, there’ll be none of her eggs in that tree. 
 

There are two points to this story.  1) Think about alternatives and consequences before spray-

ing for bugs in the garden.   2) Volunteer at a farmer’s market or other out-reach event. It’s  

enjoyable work, the questions keep you thinking  & learning,  and we have the opportunity  to 

share our knowledge about trees.   Volunteer opportunities are at Sign Up Genius. 

 

http://ideastations.org/radio/archive/2013-06-10-oak-treehoppers
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090C48A8AE23A20-tree
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090C48A8AE23A20-tree

